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Laying a Foundation 
Lyman Stewart, co-founder of Biola, addresses the crowd May 31, 1913, during the ceremony
marking the setting of the cornerstone for Biola’s 13-story building on Sixth and Hope streets in
downtown Los Angeles. (T.C. Horton, the other co-founder, is just to his left.) Inscribed on the
polished granite stone was the above verse from Revelation 1:5. A copper time capsule inserted
inside the granite contained a Scofield Bible; copies of The King’s Business (Biola’s journal); a
popular book by Biola’s first dean, R.A. Torrey, titled What the Bible Teaches; Biola’s statement
of doctrine, catalog and classes; a roster of students, faculty and staff; and a list of the
architects and construction superintendents. Also contained in the capsule was a copy of the
dedicatory address delivered by Stewart, who said, “These buildings are not to be a monument
to any man, nor to any set of men, but are to forever stand solely for the promulgation of the
eternal truths of God’s Holy Word.”
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Doesn’t Look Especially Great
Regarding your spring 2007 issue cover, isn’t
the grammatical convention that it is “Whom,”
which should work with the verb as its object?
Doesn’t look especially great for a university to
foul that one. Or am I merely a member of a class
of sticklers that is akin to dinosaurs but hasn’t
had the courtesy to die off yet? 

Russ Hadley
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Wrong Grammar 
“Who Do You Trust?” can be found on the cover,
inside cover, page 10 and page 12 [spring 2007].
At least “them” is correct on page 12. Why did
you choose to use “who” instead of “whom”?
How many of your students say, “Me and my
class are attending Biola U”? I’m hearing that a
lot along with “you know” and “I mean,” etc.

Mary Sherman
Carmel Valley, Calif.

Editor’s note: To learn why we chose to use
“who” instead of “whom,” see the article “Who
(or Whom) Do You Trust?” on page 28.

Disappointed by Terminology
I enjoyed hearing about alumnus Karl Simmons
(M.A. ’03) in “Where Are They Now?” [spring
2007] and am pleased to hear of people serving
those with disabilities. However, I am disap-
pointed that the Biola Connections staff does not
use “people first” language when referring to
those with disabilities. My son is a child who has
a disability, as opposed to a disabled child. This is
the preferred and accepted terminology. (Also,
let’s save “handicapped” for parking spots, not
people! Disabled is currently the preferred
label.) Blessings and keep up the good work.

Rachel (Shinn, ’87) Olstad
Phoenix, Ore.

Loved the Article
I loved reading Dr. Thurber’s article in the Biola
Connections [“How Can Math Reveal the
Wonders of God?” spring 2007]. Thanks for
reminding all of us how amazing the world of
numbers can be — and to think it is all part of
one Master Plan. Incredible.

Stacy Ohlendorf-Johnson (’93)
Ripon, Calif.

Proverbs Aren’t Probabilities
With all respect given to Dr. Mohler about his
article “Proverbs 22:6 — A Promise to
Parents?” [spring 2007], I completely dis-
agree with his view that Proverbs is a book of
probabilities and not promises. If his view is
correct, then we would have to apply this rule
to every single verse in the book, including
other books such as Job and Ecclesiastes. This
wouldn’t make sense, as the Holy Spirit does
not need to “adjust” to our styles of writing to
reveal spiritual truth. Proverbs, like every
other book in the Bible, is inspired by our
God who has never changed, who loves us and
who left us His word as a promise of a blessed
and eternal life.

Rodrigo Zapata (’98)
La Palma, Calif.

Editor’s note: Dr. Mohler’s argument does not
apply to every verse in the Bible, only to verses
that are part of the genre of proverbs. Other gen-
res found in the Bible do contain promises in
Mohler’s view.

T E L L  U S  W H A T  Y O U  T H I N K !  —   E - M A I L : connections@biola.edu  —  M A I L : Reader Mail, Biola Connections, 13800 Biola Avenue, La Mirada, CA 90639  
www.biola.edu/connections  Opinions should be a maximum of 200 words and include full name, city and state, and class year (if applicable). They may be edited for length and clarity.

Biola Connections Receives National Recognition

Biola Connections received two “Awards of Excellence” this spring from the Evangelical

Press Association: an “Award of Merit” in the “Organizational Publication” category and

third place in the “Typography and Lettering” category. The awards were announced at

the Evangelical Press Association’s annual convention, held in Colorado Springs, Colo.,

May 2 to 4. The Evangelical Press Association represents about 250 publications.



What Should Christians Know About
‘Evangelicals & Catholics Together’?
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In 1994, 40 Roman Catholics and evangelical
Protestants signed a controversial document
titled, “Evangelicals & Catholics Together: The
Christian Mission in the Third Millennium.” It
affirmed agreement on basic articles of the
Christian faith and urged cooperation in world
evangelization and on social issues, like fighting
abortion. Charles Colson (founder of Prison
Fellowship), Bill Bright (founder of Campus
Crusade for Christ) and James I. Packer (theolo-
gian) signed it. Mark Noll’s book, Is the
Reformation Over? (Baker Academic, 2005),
brought the movement back into the spotlight.
Biola Connections spoke with Robert Saucy,
Biola University’s distinguished professor of sys-
tematic theology, to learn more.

What do you think of the document?
I think it’s good for Catholics and evangelicals
to talk together, but not in terms of making
statements to the extent that we have
“common witness.” It makes the two messages
— Catholic and Protestant — look more similar
than they are. For example, it states that both
groups affirm that “salvation is by grace
through faith,” but explicitly doesn’t say “by
faith alone,” which is an essential Protestant
doctrine. So, I think the wording is little
misleading to the average layman. 

Are you concerned about the document?
I’m concerned that it might cause many
Protestant laypeople to become Roman
Catholics. Various aspects of Roman Catholi-
cism are attractive to many Protestants, like
its aesthetic parts or its claim to be the true
church down through the ages. I admire the
Roman Catholic Church’s academic achieve-
ments and its scholarly writings. The last two
Supreme Court justices were both very intel-
ligent Catholics, and you see a lot of Catholics
in those types of high positions. That’s
attractive to many Protestants. So, if some
Protestants’ only holdout from becoming
Roman Catholic has been theological — and 
if they see noted evangelicals signing a
document that says we, basically, believe

salvation the same way — then their last
obstacle to becoming Roman Catholic is gone.

What are the differences between 
Roman Catholics and Protestants?
They’re the same as they were at the
Reformation. There are three significant ones.
First is the question of final authority.
Protestants hold to sola scriptura [Scripture as
their final authority]. For Catholics, the final
authority is Scripture as interpreted by the church,
that is, the magisterium (the pope and bishops).
That’s where Catholicism gets its teachings that
can’t be found in Scripture, like veneration of
Mary, indulgences and purgatory. Second,
Catholics view the church as an extension of
Christ’s incarnation. For them, the church is
divine as Christ was divine. One result of this is
the Catholic proclamation: “Come to the church
for salvation, for faith in the church and faith 
in Christ are one act of faith.” That leads to 
the third difference: salvation. The Catholic
catechism makes it very clear that you are born
again and justified through baptism. That means
faith plus a certain rite — which is administered
by the church — is necessary for salvation. 
So, the church essentially grants salvation.
Although this salvation is “by faith,” additional
grace enables us “to work” to attain eternal life.
And that’s the problem with saying we speak the

same gospel. One of them is clear: Christ did it;
we can’t add anything to that. The other one is:
Christ did it, but to actually avail yourself of what
Christ did you have to do this and this.

What’s your perspective 
on Pope Benedict XVI?
Obviously, you have to respect his intelligence.
He was the theologian for Pope John Paul II. It’s
really eye-opening to read the catechism that
came out under John Paul II, especially its
ecumenism. This catechism seems to suggest
that every monotheist — including Jews and
Muslims — worship the same God that
Christians do. Pope Benedict even prayed
toward Mecca recently. Of course, there are a lot
of good things about that catechism, particularly
regarding social issues. But when you get down
to what the real gospel is, it suggests that people
who worship Allah are actually worshipping the
same God we do. I have problems with that. 

Robert Saucy, Th.D.,
has taught in Biola’s seminary, Talbot School of

Theology, for 45 years. He’s a past presi-
dent of the Evangelical Theological
Society and author of several books,
including Scripture: Its Authority,
Power and Relevance (Word, 2001).
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he Biola University Board of Trustees 
announced on May 11 the appointment 
of the University’s eighth president, 
Dr. Barry H. Corey, effective July 1. His

tenure officially launches the celebration of
Biola’s centennial year.

“We are thrilled that Dr. Barry Corey has
been affirmed by the Board of Trustees as Biola’s
eighth president,” said John Siefker, chair of
Biola’s Board of Trustees. “His academic and
fundraising experience, collaborative leader-
ship style and deep love for the Bible is just what
Biola needs at this time in our history.”

Corey, 45, succeeded Clyde Cook, who
retired in June as one of the longest-standing
college presidents in the nation, serving as
Biola’s president from 1982.

Corey is a native of Massachusetts and pre-
viously served as vice president/chief academic
officer and academic dean of Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary in Hamilton, Mass. He
held this position since 2002, overseeing aca-
demic operations, including faculty relations,
curriculum development and degree/non-
degree programs. Corey began at Gordon-
Conwell in 1992 and served as vice president for
development, leading all fundraising and exter-

nal relations programs. During this time, he led
a successful $54 million capital campaign.

“Over the past few months, Paula and I have
listened carefully to God’s voice as we’ve consid-
ered a calling to Biola University,” Corey said.
“Although after 15 wonderful years we will be
leaving those we love and respect at Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary, we believe this
calling to Biola is sure. How honored and hum-
bled I am to follow President Clyde Cook, a man
of profound integrity and strength of leadership,
a man after God’s own heart.”

Corey received a B.A. in English and bibli-
cal studies from Evangel University in Spring-
field, Mo., in 1984. In 1988, he received an M.A.
in American studies with a concentration in lit-
erature and religious history from Boston
College’s Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.
He received a Ph.D. from Boston College in
curriculum, instruction and administration 
(a higher education program) in 1992.

In addition to his educational experiences,
Corey was a Fulbright Scholar with Bangladesh
Rural Advancement Committee and lived in
Bangladesh among the rural poor from 1990 to
1991. He has served on a number of non-profit
boards, including the Board of Trustees of

“Convoy of Hope,” an international relief and
development organization, and the Board of
Trustees of The Boston Theological Consortium
(a nine-member consortium of theological
schools in the Boston area, including Harvard
University, Boston College and Boston Univer-
sity). Corey also has completed two Boston
Marathons, one in 2004 and one in 2006.

Biola trustee Stan Jantz, who chaired the
Presidential Search Team, said that Corey was
selected as the final candidate after an
exhaustive 10-month process defined by “an
extraordinary amount of due diligence and
characterized by the faithful prayers of countless
numbers of people.”  When the broader Biola
community finally had a chance to meet Corey in
the days leading up to the trustee vote, the
reception was very affirming. “As Dr. Corey
interacted with Biola’s faculty, staff and students
on campus, he demonstrated the qualities that
attracted our search team to him in the first
place — a deep love for Jesus and Scripture, 100
percent affirmation of Biola’s doctrinal state-
ment and a genuine authenticity that came
through in both large and intimate gatherings,”
Jantz said.

Dr. Mike Wilkins, dean of faculty at Biola’s
seminary, Talbot School of Theology, and a
member of the Search Advisory Committee (an
18-member group of faculty, administrative,
student and alumni representatives who provid-
ed significant input for the search team) added,
“We believe that Dr. Corey has outstanding
qualifications to make an excellent president.”

Corey has been married to his wife, Paula,
for 16 years, and they have three children:
Anders, 14; Ella, 11; and Samuel, 8.

“Paula, our three children and I look for-
ward to the years ahead, serving alongside this
strategic, biblically centered Christian universi-
ty,” said Corey. “We are confident that the Lord
will continue to lead Biola University from
strength to strength, holding fast to our mission
while boldly moving into a second century as a
global center for Christian thought and spiritual
renewal.”

Biola Connections plans to feature Corey in
its next issue.

Barry Corey Selected As Biola’s Eighth President

T
President Barry Corey with his wife, Paula, near Biola’s main entrance 
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Award.” Since then, the 85-minute film has won
numerous other awards. For more information,
visit the Web site at: www.chalkthefilm.com.

Student Magazine Wins Award
The Point — a magazine
started by journalism stu-
dents in spring 2006 — enter-
ed its first competition last
semester, sponsored by the
California College Media
Association, and won second
place for “General Excel-

lence Magazines.” The award-winning fall 2006
issue included stories of students who have
served in the Iraq war and an article about stu-
dent filmmaker, Ryan McDaniel, who docu-
mented life on Skid Row in downtown Los
Angeles. The Point is produced under the
advisement of professor Tamara Welter.

Botanical Garden Sprouts on Campus
During the fall semester, the
“Granola Club,” a student-led
environmental club, installed a
botanical garden on campus in
front of Bardwell Hall, the sci-
ences building. The garden is made up of plants
that are native to California, but are rarely seen
in suburban Southern California, including
manzanita bushes, lupins and coastal sage-
brush. It will be used as an outdoor laboratory
for students in several science classes, includ-
ing botany, ecology and biology. The students
also hope the garden will promote the
Christian’s duty to care for God’s creation.
Funding was provided by Facilities Services
and the Department of Biological Sciences. 
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wenty Biola students competed last 
semester in “The Red Line” — a fashion 
design contest to create an official Biola 
Centennial line of clothing highlighting

Biola’s history and heritage. The winning cloth-
ing line, created by sen-
ior art major Adam
Sjoberg, will be sold in
Biola’s Bookstore and
will debut Aug. 31 at
“The Red Line Fashion
Show,” the first official
centennial event of the
school year. The entries were narrowed down to
three by judges from the fashion industry,
including Hause of Howe, Vera Wang and
American Apparel. Students made the final vote
during Founders Week. Sjoberg’s prizes includ-
ed a trip to New York and $2,000. To see his full
clothing line, visit: http://picasaweb.google.com/
offshoreclassic/TheRedLine

Film Edited By Alumnus ‘Chalks’ Up Awards
Bob Perkins (’00), a grad-
uate of Biola’s mass com-
munication department,
was the film editor for
Chalk — a new, inde-
pendent, documentary
comedy in the style of The

Office and Best in Show that gives an inside look
at life as a high school teacher. It’s described as
“a spirited portrait of life in the trenches of that
most honorable and frustrating profession ...
teaching.” Chalk premiered in March 2006 at the
Cinequest Film Festival in San Jose, Calif. (one of
the largest and most influential film festivals fea-
turing new filmmakers), where it had three sold-
out screenings and received the “Audience

About 800 students attended this
evangelistic rally at Fremont High School

in south central Los Angeles. 

T

SOMEDAYSOON PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS “CHALK” TROY SCHREMMER  CHRIS MASS  SHANNON HARAGAN AND JANELLE SCHREMMER     MUSIC
SUPERVISOR RYAN GREENE SCORE

BY CHRIS JAGICH 
PRODUCTION

MANAGER LARKIN AKEL EDITOR BOB PERKINS  STORY
EDITOR CHAD DARBYSHIRE DIRECTOR OF

PHOTOGRAPHY STEVEN SCHAEFER  EXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS DAVID GONZALES  MIKE MCALISTER  MORGAN SPURLOCK  JOE AMODEI 

SCREENPLAY
BY MIKE AKEL AND CHRIS MASS PRODUCED

BY ANGIE ALVAREZ  GRAHAM DAVIDSON DIRECTED
BY MIKE AKEL

www.chalkthefilm.com
©2006 Someday Soon Productions. All Rights Reserved. Design & Summary © 2007 Hart Sharp Video, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

THIS FILM NOT YET RATED
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BUBBLE BREAKERS

Biolans show off their tats

And you thought kilts were dead

How one student is changing the
lives of orphans in the Ukraine

Fall 2006 Volume II Issue I

THE

Students Take the Gospel 
to Public High Schools
Biola students are serving as mentors to Christ-
ian teenagers at 28 high schools in Southern
California, helping them respond to worldviews
ranging from materialism to agnosticism. 

The goal of the California School Project —
the largest student ministry at Biola — is to share
the gospel and restore prayer in public high
schools. The 85-person ministry prepares high
school students to become the next generation
of Christian leaders. 

“I think the kids, they just want love and they
want truth and that’s what we go in and offer,” said
Abraham Miranda, a senior majoring in biblical
studies and the project’s student director. 

Biola students hold events to train high
school students in an apologetics approach to
evangelism to use on their campuses, address-
ing topics including Intelligent Design, truth
and relativism, the authority of the Bible and the
deity of Jesus Christ.

“We find Christian young people who want
to make a difference,” Miranda said. Biola stu-
dents help the teenagers start or expand
Christian clubs on campuses.

Last semester, the students went to the
schools every weekday. Campus mentors go to
the Christian clubs as frequently as possible
and develop friendships with the high school
students.

During the fall semester, Biola students
shared their faith with more than 1,000 high
school students and made 138 outings. 

— Lisa O’Neill Hill

Students Compete in Centennial
Fashion Design Competition
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Author Sam Harris is leading a movement 
to rid the world of religion

By Holly Pivec
S A M  H A R R I S  P H O T O  B Y P E T E R  Y A N G

GODBULLDOG
New

ATHEISM’s
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Sam Harris thinks you’re nuts. 

And he wants to save the world fromyou— and those who share your

“foolish” and “dangerous” belief
in GOD.A   
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Sidestepping Arguments

Despite Harris’ show of logical force — brandishing words like
“evidence” and “argument” — many Biola University professors have
found that his case for atheism offers little of either.

Dr. Douglas Geivett, a Biola philosophy professor, called The End of
Faith “the product of a bizarre logic.” And Dr. David Horner, a Biola
philosophy and theology professor, said, “Harris is not a careful
thinker.” Horner said Harris’ books are full of contradictions,
conjectures and caricatures of religious people. 

Many of Harris’ critics note that he glibly asserts that there’s no
evidence for God without interacting with or acknowledging the
traditional arguments for God’s existence.

Dr. William Lane Craig — a well-known Christian philosopher and
research professor at Biola — said the evidence for God’s existence is
“abundant,” including the beginning of the universe out of nothing, the
fine-tuning of the universe for the existence of life, and the existence of
a realm of objective moral values. 

These arguments and more have been put forth for millennia by
the greatest minds of Christianity, according to Geivett. Yet Harris’
books don’t address them.

Harris also ignores arguments for Jesus’ resurrection, Geivett said.
And Harris has yet to debate any notable Christian philosophers.

Harris did agree to an informal debate with megachurch pastor
Rick Warren, published in Newsweek April 9. But he hasn’t debated the
likes of Alvin Plantinga, William Lane Craig, J.P. Moreland or any of the
Christian intellectual heavyweights.

This makes Harris’ critics wonder if he’s avoiding such a match-
up. Craig thinks there’s good reason for atheists, like Harris, to do so.
During Craig’s own public debates with atheists — about 100 of them —
he’s found that “they’re utterly incapable of defending their view

rmed with two New York Times bestsellers — The
End of Faith (W.W. Norton & Company, 2004) and Letter to a Christian
Nation (Knopf, 2006) — Harris, a fortyish Stanford University graduate,
has launched a media blitz to convince people that belief in God is as
silly as belief in the tooth fairy — only much more deadly. 

Harris believes religion, including Christianity, threatens
civilization with its radical views on moral issues, like stem-cell
research, and its geopolitical views on Israel, which many evangelicals
believe was given to Jews by God.

Harris accuses Bible-believers of holding to unscientific myths,
like the virgin birth and special creation. Worse, he says, these
“fanatics” sway the American vote, a particular source of embarrass-
ment for Harris, an American. 

“The time for respecting religious beliefs of this sort is long past,”
Harris told hundreds of applauding CEOs and scholars at a 2005
Canadian conference, called “Idea City.” 

Harris — part of a post-9/11 movement Wired Magazine called the
“New Atheists” — is kissing political correctness goodbye and believes
religious tolerance only forces people to condone dangerous beliefs.
Reason, in the form of atheism, he argues, should guide one’s decision-
making, not religion. 

In Letter to a Christian Nation Harris writes, “Atheism is nothing
more than the noises reasonable people make in the presence of
unjustified religious beliefs.” 

D.A   Sidestepping 
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Rick Warren agreed to an informal debate with Sam Harris, which was published in Newsweek on April 9. 
The debate took place in Warren’s Saddleback Church office in California. 
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The End of Faith, as “one of the principal forces driving us toward the
abyss.” 

But while Harris’ words are provocative, his voice and mannerisms
in his speeches are mild and controlled. He projects a professorial air.

“It’s all very well packaged — from Harris’ persona to his presence
with the media,” Geivett said. 

Yet, Harris lacks a professor’s credentials. He has only an
undergraduate degree in philosophy from Stanford, where he enrolled
at the late age of 30.

Before Stanford, Harris spent 11 years — at his mother’s expense —
traipsing the world after Eastern gurus and reading hundreds of books
on religion, according to the Washington Post. This spiritual search —
Harris told the Washington Post — began at age 19 when, during his first
attempt at college, Harris tried “ecstasy,” a psychedelic drug. The high
altered his worldview.

“I realized that it was possible to be a human being who wished
others well all the time, reflexively,” Harris told the Washington Post. (He
didn’t respond to a request for an interview with Biola Connections.)

Now Harris is a Ph.D. student in neuroscience, according to a bio
on his Web site, though it doesn’t say which school he’s enrolled in.
Some critics think his bio is misleading — that the wording makes it
sound like Harris earned a graduate degree (instead of just an
undergraduate degree) from Stanford and that he approached his study
of religion as a seasoned scholar rather than a novice.

“If he respected the value and importance of earning his stripes as
an intellectual, he might be less strident in his style and more aware of
the limitations of his arguments,” Geivett said.

Yet, Harris’ fans don’t seem to mind his resume. His logic, they
believe, is irrefutable. An endorsement from The Economist on the back
cover of The End of Faith reads, “Even Mr. Harris’s critics will have to
concede the force of [his] analysis.” And noted secular scholars like
Richard Dawkins, author of The God Delusion (Houghton Mifflin, 2006),
and philosopher Daniel Dennett, author of Breaking the Spell: Religion as
a Natural Phenomenon (Viking, 2006), have endorsed Harris — lending
him credibility in the minds of his readers.

But Harris’ critics beg to differ — pointing out what they feel are
fatal flaws in his arguments. Horner says one of Harris’ main
arguments, for example — one that props up his entire movement — is
that religion is intolerant; so, it shouldn’t be tolerated. 

“This argument is obviously self-refuting,” Horner said. “My
freshmen students learning logic are able to see that in an instant.” 
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persuasively or offering a cogent critique of Christianity,” he said.
Most of Harris’ attacks on God aren’t arguments, but mere

allegations, according to Geivett. They amount to what he calls
schoolyard “name-calling.” For example, Harris compares belief in
God to a fictitious man’s irrational belief that a diamond the size of a
refrigerator is buried in his backyard. The man keeps digging — without
any evidence for his belief.

But this isn’t an argument, Geivett said. 
“It’s not even a good analogy unless you can demonstrate that

someone who believes in God is just as irrational as that,” he said,
adding that Harris has failed to do this.

One of the few arguments Harris does make for atheism in The End
of Faith is that a good God wouldn’t make a world with diseases in it.
Harris rejects the common Christian response — that God gave human
beings free will, which they misused, causing evil (including diseases) to
enter the world. This response doesn’t work, according to Harris,
because the concept of free will is “incoherent.”

Yet, Harris can’t deny free will, according to Geivett, since his goal
of an atheist paradise is built on the assumptions that human beings can
freely choose to believe or disbelieve in God — and that they can freely
choose moral behaviors that promote a harmonious world.

Harris’ view is “hopelessly confused,” Geivett said.

Showmanship

But if Harris’ reasoning is so flawed, then how has he amassed such a
following?
“Most people aren’t well-equipped to evaluate evidence and

arguments,” Geivett said. He blames a materialistic culture that floods
the media with celebrities and sound bytes.

“Harris can exploit that,” he said.
Harris — who looks more like Ben Stiller than Bertrand Russell —

doesn’t fit the stereotypical image of an atheist: old, gray-haired and
scowling. Rolling Stone magazine named him “Hot Atheist,” according to
Harris’ Web site.

And Harris has a way with words. His sentences flow easily, like
conversation. Yet they pack a punch — like when he describes God, in

Showmanship

Atheist Paradise
or Pipe Dream?

Charles Ommanney / Getty Images
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that belief in God is unreasonable if he believes religious people won’t
respond to reason.

“If they won’t respond to reason, then how does he propose to
implement his ideas?” Geivett said, adding, “In The End of Faith,
Harris is noticeably shy about discussing this dimension of 
his proposal.”

Scientific progress would also suffer in an atheist world, according
to Dr. John Bloom, the director of Biola’s master of arts program in
science and religion. Despite Harris’ portrayal of Christians as
unscientific, Bloom said they were the driving force behind modern
science because they expected to find regularities in a world created by
a law-giving God.

Also at risk in an atheist world would be people’s mental health,
according to Dr. Peter Hill, a Biola psychology professor. Hill said
research shows that religious belief gives people a sense of life purpose,
an optimistic outlook and coping skills. Most of these studies have been
conducted in the United States and Great Britain, where Christianity is
the major religion.

“Christianity, more than other religions, emphasizes a sense of
hope through the concept of the afterlife. We believe there is something
after death and a blissful relationship with God. That uplifts and
encourages,” Hill said.

Similar studies have yet to be conducted in atheist societies, but
Hill speculates they would find higher rates of depression.

“My guess is there would be a corresponding hopelessness and
negativity that affects the entire being,” Hill said.

Even Harris sees benefits to spirituality. At Idea City, he said he
supports spiritual experiences and practices, like meditation, as long as
they don’t involve any type of “religious dogma.”

Geivett believes the attraction of Harris’ crusade is due in part to
the growing popularity of “vague” spirituality. But he sees this interest,
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Atheist Paradise
or Pipe Dream?

Atheist Paradise or Pipe Dream?

One of the lures of Harris’ crusade is his dream of an atheist
paradise. In Letter to a Christian Nation, Harris writes that only

when people abandon belief in God “will we stand a chance of healing
the deepest and most dangerous fractures in our world.”

But Craig points out that whenever atheism has gripped a nation,
atrocities have followed.

“Look at Albania. Look at the Soviet Union. Look at the French
Revolution. The reign of terror sent thousands of people to the
guillotine,” he said.

During the 70-year socialist experiment in Russia, millions were
killed.

“That’s what happened when atheism took over a society,” Craig
said.

Harris answers such concerns by saying his atheist revolution
won’t use weapons, but reason. He points to Scandinavian countries as
model atheist nations.

Yet, Geivett dismisses these countries as marginal in their
geopolitical influence and stifling of religious freedom. He thinks they
owe much of their continued existence to the stabilizing force of the
United States — a democratic superpower — where belief in God is held
by a majority of citizens.

“In my experiences traveling in Sweden, religious believers are not
tolerated very well, and that should be one measure of a healthy
democracy,” Geivett said.

Geivett doubts that religion can be rooted out of a major democratic
society, like America, without the use of force. He thinks Harris hasn’t
ruled out that possibility and wonders how Harris can persuade people

Louis Felix

Louis Felix
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Old Testament law was for the nation of Israel — a particular
people group in a particular geographical region, according to Dr.
David Talley, an Old Testament professor at Biola. He said God
allowed for certain ancient Near Eastern cultural practices, like
slavery. But God also gave laws to protect slaves from oppression,
Talley said.

“God has always worked within cultures,” Talley said. “God
speaks into the culture, but He also speaks against the culture.”

According to Old Testament law, Jewish slaves — who often
were working off debt — were to be treated as hired hands and be
freed after a maximum of six years, according to Talley. And even
foreign slaves were to be loved and treated well, including having
one day off a week.

But Harris also claims the Bible has rules against what he calls
“imaginary crimes,” like homosexuality, rather than rules that
would end human suffering. The Bible’s teaching about the soul
causes Christians to oppose embryonic stem-cell research, which

partly, as positive.
“It shows that people, like Harris, don’t want to go fully

materialistic because they understand that’s a dead-end street and that
it gives no meaning to human existence,” he said.

Bible-Bashing

Harris’ most scathing criticisms of Christianity are directed toward
the Bible. He thinks it’s barbaric and outdated — promoting

violence, slavery and homophobia. 
“The idea that the Bible is a perfect guide to morality is simply

astounding, given the contents of the book,” he writes in Letter to a
Christian Nation. 

Like Islam, Christianity has used violence to convert, according
to Harris. Jesus taught violence, he claimed at Idea City, quoting
Luke 19:27: “But these enemies of mine, who did not want me to
reign over them, bring them here and slay them in my presence.”

But Harris neglects to tell his audience that this verse is from
one of Jesus’ parables, not an order to his disciples to slay those who
reject him. Examples like this cause critics to accuse Harris of
cherry-picking the Bible to support his view.

Nevertheless, the claim that Jesus told his disciples to kill is
absurd, according to Kevin Lewis, a professor of theology and law at
Biola. The method of conversion used throughout the Bible is
always preaching, Lewis said — adding that, even in the Old
Testament, God sent the prophet Jonah to preach to the Ninevites.
He didn’t send in an army.

The Old Testament wars weren’t about religion, according to
Craig, but were about God’s judgments on wicked nations.

“Biblical Judaism and biblical Christianity have never used
violence as a means of conversion,” Craig said.

Harris repeatedly ignores biblical genres — not just parables
—  claiming that Jewish laws about slavery found in the Old
Testament apply today.

“Harris clearly hasn’t done his homework,” Geivett said. “But
he knows he can get away with it because people are biblically
illiterate.”

Bible-Bashing

Jesus also said things like, in Luke 19, “Anyone who

doesn’t want me to reign over him, bring him before 

me and slay him before me.’ I guarantee you that the

Inquisitors of the Middle Ages who were burning heretics

alive for five solid centuries … found some way to square

their behavior with the ministry of Jesus.”
Sam Harris
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“Historically, the moral vision of helping the world comes
through Christianity,” Horner said.

So, it’s no accident that Christians invented hospitals and leper
colonies, ended child labor laws, began universal education and
abolished slavery, Horner said.

For Harris to claim that atheists are more concerned about
human suffering than Christians is ironic, Horner said, adding,
“Harris is helping himself to Christian capital.”

Unlike the Bible, atheism can’t even provide a basis for
morality, according to Craig. If God doesn’t exist and people are
animals — or if they are just highly evolved machines for replicating
DNA, as Dawkins and Dennett claim — then there aren’t such things
as right and wrong, Craig said. Animals and machines don’t have
moral duties, he added.

And this means the things Harris calls “barbaric” — like
religious intolerance and rules against homosexuality — can’t be
wrong, according to his own beliefs.

“There’s a terrible contradiction at the heart of these fellows’
views. It’s bizarre to me they don’t see this contradiction,” Craig said.

The Waging War

Despite the chinks in Harris’ armor, he continues to recruit troops
for his war on religion.
But he admits — in Letter to a Christian Nation — that “the prospects

for eradicating religion in our time do not seem good.”
Still, Harris remains hopeful, saying that slavery, like belief in God,

was once an entrenched institution.
But Geivett points out that emotions and personal biases can always

cloud people’s judgments, even smart people like Harris.
“Serious-minded intellectuals are just as susceptible as others to

their gut reactions and their preferences,” Geivett said, “and they build
a rationale for how they would like the world to be.”   Bc

promises lifesaving cures, according to Harris.
“One of the most pernicious effects of religion is that it tends to

divorce morality from the reality of human and animal suffering,”
Harris writes in Letter to a Christian Nation.

Yet, Christians are concerned about suffering, according to
Horner, an ethicist. God’s laws were given to prevent suffering
and promote human flourishing, he said, adding, “That’s why,
when God gave the law, he repeatedly said, ‘Do this so you will
flourish in the land.’”

Where Christians disagree with Harris, according to Horner, is
they don’t believe that killing a person — even an embryo — to end
someone else’s suffering is morally justifiable.

Plus, Harris fails to see that Christians have done more to end
suffering than any other group, Horner said. He said Jesus’ teaching
to “love your neighbor” along with Jesus’ definition of neighbor —
which includes anyone who needs help, not just one’s friends or
family members — is essentially a Christian teaching.

Harris neglects to tell his audience that this verse 

is from one of Jesus’ parables, not an order to his

disciples to slay those who reject him. … “Biblical

Judaism and biblical Christianity have never used

violence as a means of conversion.” 

The 
Waging War

William Lane Craig
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ith giant steps, the founders of Biola walked out of 
the age of the Civil War, strode across the continent 
and laid deep foundations in a new city at the edge 
of the world. 

They were very deliberate in choosing an urban setting on the Pacific
Rim. The Panama Canal was about to connect the Atlantic Ocean to the
Pacific (1904-1914), and a giant aqueduct (1908-1913) was about to supply
the new city with water. Crowds would be coming, and those crowds would
need the gospel. Biola’s founders worried that the churches in Los Angeles
were not prepared to meet the spiritual needs of the explosive urban
growth. They wrote, “The Church needs Sunday School teachers, helpers,
evangelists, and leaders who know the Bible …” and it was in order to train
those leaders that the Bible Institute of Los Angeles was founded.

Three of the founders stand out from the crowd of workers involved.
Oil millionaire Lyman Stewart had a history of Christian philanthropy all
over the Los Angeles area. He promoted religious education at local
colleges, started the Union Rescue Mission and helped numerous
churches with their financial needs.

Lyman and his brother Milton also financed the publication of
The Fundamentals, a 90-chapter series of books that put the best
conservative scholarship into the hands of a wide audience. The
money for The Fundamentals was given anonymously, crediting “two
concerned laymen” who saw churches losing their grip on the
fundamentals of the faith. The Stewarts were worried and had money;
they combined an intelligent concern with a keen sense of strategic
opportunities for the church.

T. C. Horton was a pastor with a special talent for inspiring and
organizing small groups. The emphasis of his ministry can be summed
up in the titles of his two published books, Personal and Practical
Christian Work and The Wonderful Names of Our Wonderful Lord.
Everywhere he went, he built teams of grassroots workers, which
would thrive and expand. His wife, Anna — universally known as
“Mother Horton” by early students of the Institute — was equally
successful in a host of women’s ministries, including an especially
dedicated group known as “The Bible Women.” When the Bible
Institute opened its doors in 1908, there was a ready-made
constituency to be found in the hundreds of young people already
involved in groups led by the Hortons.

Stewart and Horton had already put together an effective Bible
institute, but they were eager to establish the school’s national and
international reputation. To do that, they needed to hire a star faculty
member. What they felt they really needed was a world-famous evangelist
who was also qualified to oversee an educational project. Since Dwight
Moody was dead and Billy Graham hadn’t been born yet, the ideal person
was R. A. Torrey, who had earned two degrees at Yale, had worked with
Dwight L. Moody, and had taken the gospel around the world on a
celebrated revival tour.

Torrey agreed to come to Los Angeles if they could build a church big
enough to hold him, and so the nondenominational Church of the Open
Door was founded. Torrey was given total control of the Institute’s
academic decisions, from curriculum to faculty hiring, and doctrine
classes used his book What the Bible Teaches. Torrey led the way in making

the Institute a welcome place for conservative Protestants of all
denominations. (“I’m an Episcopresbygationalaptist,” Torrey joked about
his own affiliation.)

The Bible Institute of Los Angeles was always intended to be at the
heart of the city. In fact, when the first building was planned for the
intersection of Sixth and Hope, some team members were disappointed
that it was so far out from the urban core. By mid-century, of course, 558
South Hope Street was considered downtown, and there was no room to
expand as enrollment increased.

Biola would eventually relocate its entire operation to the quiet
suburb of La Mirada. But the industry and population density around Los
Angeles transformed the entire region into a megalopolis, and now La
Mirada hardly seems like a distant, underdeveloped olive grove. As a
result, Biola is still strategically located for modern ministry, in a Southern
California more diverse, influential and expansive than the founders
could have imagined.

At the ceremony for the laying of the cornerstone of the 13-story
building downtown, Lyman Stewart pledged that the Institute in all its
teaching would be “intolerant of error, but have a love for the souls of
men as wide as the world. It will fellowship with, and bid Godspeed to all
who love the truth as revealed in the Holy Scriptures.” He described the
school’s position in these words: “For the teaching of the truths for which
the Institute stands, its doors are to be open every day in the year, and all
people, without reference to race, color, class, creed [denomination], or
previous condition, will ever be welcome to its privileges.” These were
visionary words at the beginning of the 20th century, and they continue
to guide the school in this opening decade of the 21st.

In 1908 there were already plenty of colleges and seminaries, but
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles was neither. It was designed to meet
a need not met by any existing institutions. Its goal was to train
laypeople in how to use the Bible and how to do practical, direct
Christian evangelism. In one sense, Biola has obviously chosen to
pursue a different institutional plan from that of the founders. In the
course of the 20th century, the Bible Institute turned into a college,
added graduate schools and is now a Christian university with a full
spectrum of majors and disciplines.

But the outlines of the original mission are still evident in the work of
this Christian university. The faculty in each of the disciplines strives to
teach from a clearly Christian point of view. The 30 units of Bible
instruction for every undergraduate continue the old Bible Institute ideal
of an army of godly laypeople, qualified to enter the workforce and bear
witness there with an informed, attractive Christian faith. And as we
celebrate our centennial, Biola is finding creative new ways to honor our
fathers and mothers in the faith by carrying forward the work they started
into more fields than even our founders foresaw. 

Fred Sanders, Ph.D., 
is an associate professor of theology in Biola’s “Torrey Honors
Institute.” He serves as the project coordinator for The Kings
Business Online, an archive of Biola’s historic journal, which ran
from 1910 to 1970. www2.biola.edu/kingsbusiness

Once Upon a Time in  Los Angeles
w
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n  Los Angeles
Biola’s origins could not be

more the stuff of legend if we

had been founded by John

Henry, Paul Bunyan and a

blue ox named Babe.

Biola’s origins could not be

more the stuff of legend if we

had been founded by John

Henry, Paul Bunyan and a

blue ox named Babe.

Biola’s downtown LA campus as it looked during the school’s move to La Mirada. 
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Filming in Japan Offers 
Students A Cultural Experience  

apan — A young man, gaunt and worn 
down, sits in his room in the dark, taking 
a deep drag on a cigarette. His worried 
mother paces in the kitchen. 

Los Angeles — Two Japanese teenagers walk
through a dark grocery store parking lot. A
stranger approaches from behind and fires
two shots. 

So begins the 12-minute film Mujo No Kaze, or
“The Wind of Impermanence,” written by Biola
film professor Dean Yamada. Ten Biola students
traveled to Japan in January with Yamada to film
the short, spending just under two weeks east of
Tokyo.  

It was the first time a group of Biola stu-
dents traveled overseas to make a film, Yamada
said. He hopes the trip will set a precedent. 

“It was amazing how many prayers got
answered,” Yamada said. The group wanted to
give of themselves and have their lives touched
by the Japanese people, he said. “I feel like that
happened.”

The students’ experiences are chronicled
in a blog, http://biolafilmjapan.wordpress.com,
which includes a 35-second snippet of the film,
photographs and favorite stories.

The journey had special significance for

Alyssa Iwata, a 19-year-old sophomore studying
film production. Her father’s family is from
Japan, she said, but he has never been there.

“It felt like a homecoming for me,” she
said. “I felt like I was meant to be there.”

Iwata, the film’s production designer, said
making the film made her realize how much she
loves being on a set. She said she was struck by
Japan’s beauty. But she also noted that many
people there live insular lives. Crammed trains,
the students noted, are eerily silent.  

“They don’t have God and they don’t know
who God is,” Iwata said. “There are so many peo-
ple and yet there is such a feeling of isolation. My
heart just broke for the Japanese people.”

The idea of traveling overseas to make a
film originated last spring when Paul
Nethercott, a missionary based in Japan, visited
Biola and met film professor Michael Gonzales.
The two agreed to collaborate: Gonzales would
design and teach a preproduction class to pre-
pare the students for their journey and go with
them, while Nethercott — director of Christians
in the Arts Network — would coordinate the
effort in Japan. But when the timing of the trip
conflicted with Gonzales’ daughter’s wedding,
Yamada stepped in.

The film features Japanese actors and
touches on major themes, such as life and death,

hope and faith. The protagonist, Kaz, battles
depression after his best friend is murdered in
the United States. He later meets a young woman
who understands what he’s going through. The
film also sheds light on Japanese suicide clubs,
where people suffocate themselves by lighting
charcoal in cars.

The film was edited during the spring
semester and is now being entered into festivals.

After long days of filming, the students and
Yamada gathered nightly for dinner, trying
Japanese delicacies, including octopus, sea
urchin and squid.

Some even tried raw horse.
“It tasted like cold beef, very uncooked,”

said William Crawford, a 21-year-old junior. 
Crawford recalled being frustrated by his

limited ability to communicate, but said a five-
minute conversation with a man at McDonald’s
left him elated. Before saying goodbye, the man
gave Crawford his pen as a gift.

“I left there absolutely jazzed,” Crawford
said, because he had understood what the man
had said and the man had understood him. 

The students visited hot springs called onsen
and relaxed in traditional Japanese bathtubs
called ofuro. The Japanese cleanse themselves
before they get in the tub, and the water in it is
shared among family members. Visitors often get
the first soak, said sophomore Erin Hobson, 19. 

The women in the group stayed at a guest-
house where they slept on futons placed on tata-
mi, woven straw mats used to cover floors.

“It was really comfortable, actually,”
Hobson said.

The Biola students became close on their
trip, bonding with one another and with the
actors on the set. Although Yamada had been to
Japan before, seeing the country through the
students’ eyes was amazing, he said. 

“I can see that Japan just really touched
them,” Yamada said. 

Lisa O’Neill Hill
is a freelance writer living in 
Fullerton, Calif.  

J
Students film a scene on the beach in Kamakura, Japan, a city about 30 miles southwest of Tokyo.

The wall is a tsunami barrier.
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Moving On, Moving Forward:
A Guide for Pastors in
Transition, Co-written by Dr.
Michael Anthony (’75, M.A. ’76
and professor of Christian edu-
cation) and Dr. Mick Boersma

(M.Div. ’74, Ph.D. ’94 and associate profes-
sor of Christian ministry and leadership),
Zondervan, June 2007; If you’re one of the
thousands of pastors and church staff mem-
bers changing ministry positions this year,
here is sound advice, based on research and
experience, for navigating the contemporary
ministry employment maze. 

Life.Now.: Overcoming the
Ten Obstacles That Derail
Your Dreams, Co-authored by
Shannon (Kubiak, ’03)
Primicerio, Bethany House
Publishers, March 2007; Don’t

wait until the pieces fall together to live the
life you desperately long for. Make intention-
al decisions to live with purpose. 

Metamorpha: Jesus as a Way
of Life, Kyle Strobel (M.A. ’02,
M.A. ’05), Baker Books, April
2007; Metamorpha, derived
from the ancient Greek word for

“transformation,” is the term Kyle Strobel
uses for an intimate journey of spiritual for-
mation through interaction with the Bible,
the Holy Spirit and community. 

Creating Stories That Connect:
A Pastor’s Guide to Storytell-
ing, D. Bruce Seymour (D.Min.
’05), Kregel, March 2007; This
innovative book helps pastors
and teachers enhance their

teaching with original, audience-appropriate
stories — the way Jesus did! 

Ruby Slippers: How the Soul of
a Woman Brings Her Home,
Jonalyn Grace Fincher (M.A.
’03), Zondervan, April 2007; In
Ruby Slippers, Jonalyn Grace
Fincher explores the essence of

femininity. She examines what a soul is,
what is meant by “feminine,” and how those
two things unite into a picture of God on
Earth that is both similar and distinctive
from men.

A Contrarian’s Guide to
Knowing God: Spirituality for
the Rest of Us, Larry Osborne
(’74, M.A. ’78, D.Min. ’86),
Multnomah, April 2007; Since
there’s no such thing as a one-

size-fits-all spirituality, discover your per-
sonal path to deeper knowledge of God that
truly fits your unique personality, strengths
and needs.

Rhinos Who Rescue,
Julie Mammano (’84),
Chronicle Books, March
2007; No job is too big or
too rinky-dink for these

rhino heroes. With Julie Mammano’s charm-
ing illustrations and glossary of rescue lingo,
readers will be pumped about all of the daring
heroics in Rhinos Who Rescue.

Wild Men, Wild Alaska:
Finding What Lies Beyond the
Limits, Rocky McElveen (’79),
Thomas Nelson, Aug. 2006;
Brushes with death and extreme
adventure have developed an

intimate love within Rocky McElveen (one of
Alaska’s foremost hunting and fishing guides)
for the pristine Alaskan landscape and the
Creator responsible for it all. 

S U M M E R  S E N D - O F F  PA R T I E S
Several alumni chapters are hosting send-off par-
ties for new Biola students. If you don’t see a send-
off party in your area and are interested in hosting
one, contact the alumni office with the contact
information below.

July 21 July 28
Spokane, Wash. Plano, Texas

July 22 August 3 
Seattle, Wash. Washington, D.C.

August 11
Denver, Colo.

CENTENNIAL  EVENTS

July 3
Alumni are invited to La Mirada Regional Park for
the City of La Mirada’s annual “Fourth of July
Extravaganza.” A section will be reserved for Biola
alumni and their families.

September 16
Dodger Day: Join Biola alumni and students at
Dodger Stadium. You’ll receive a ticket, T-shirt and
all-you-can-eat food for only $20 a person. 

November 3
A Homecoming Revival: Biola will host various
decade-reunions for all alumni. If you’re interested
in helping plan a reunion, use the contact informa-
tion below.

February 23
Centennial Gala at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel,
Los Angeles. Mark your calendar for the most
anticipated event of the year! 

Please RSVP for all events. 
To RSVP or for more information, call (562) 903-4728 or e-
mail alumni@biola.edu. Visit the alumni Web site at
www.biola.edu/alumni.
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“In Print” features books by Biola alumni and faculty. Send submissions to: 
Biola Connections, 13800 Biola Ave., La Mirada, CA 90639
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New Ministry Seeks to Change 
Perceptions of Student-Athletes 

teams are in their own place. It really takes
leaders on each team to step up and say God is
going to be important on my team.”

Jensen and her leadership team went out
and found these leaders with the help of coaches
and other athletes to form “Huddle Groups.”
These small groups meet every other week
throughout the year and provide encourage-
ment, accountability and growth among the
teams. The groups also create ideas of ways the
student-athletes can minister and create a
positive influence on campus.

Josh Robles, a sophomore on the men’s
soccer team, is a Huddle Group leader for the
fall sports. His group members have com-
mitted themselves to pray as a way to lift up
their teammates.

“We are asking God for what He wants for
our teams and how we can help,” Robles said.

Out of these Huddle Groups have come
other ideas of ways to make a positive impact
on campus, including “Donuts for Dorms.”
On May 20, as students wrapped up their last
bit of studying before Finals Week, Biola’s
student-athletes distributed thousands of
donut holes to their fellow students to serve
and encourage them.

BAM leaders also held a second all-
athletes meeting on April 22 where they
encouraged spiritual development though the
message of 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 to “live for
the eternal prize.”

More importantly, though, the stage has
been set for underclassmen to step up and take
over leadership positions next year to keep this
ministry — and its goals of positive impact —
alive and growing.

“We really want to develop leaders,”
Jensen said. “There are so many athletes who
are talented and work hard in their sports, but
sometimes it is hard to get them to have the
same fire and passion about God. I am excited
about what has happened and what the
potential is.”

Robles can see the ministry spreading
beyond the campus borders.

“We would love to see this concept catch on
at other campuses,” he said. — Jeff Hoffman

ack in the mid-1990s, NBA star Charles 
Barkley said the now famous line, “I am 
not a role model.”

However, what he and numerous other
professional athletes have come to find out is
that their actions — both on and off the court
— tend to speak louder than anything they
could ever say.

Even at a Christian school like Biola, the
actions of one or two student-athletes can
influence the perceptions of hundreds of
their fellow students in a negative way. But 
a small group of student-athletes at Biola are
determined to change that view through the
creation of the “Biola Athletic Ministry” 
or “BAM.”

BAM’s purpose is to encourage spiritual
development among all Biola student-athletes
in order to individually and corporately make a
positive influence at Biola and the world at large.

Junior Sarah Jensen, a member of the Biola
softball team, thought of the idea while sitting in
chapel one morning.

“I was asking myself, ‘What is God’s will for
me here?’” Jensen said. “I knew I was passionate

about athletes and leadership and development
but wasn’t sure what that looked like. While I was
sitting there worshiping, I had a vision of all of
the athletes in the gym worshiping together and
thought that would be cool.”

Jensen organized an all-athlete meeting
during the fall in which Biola’s 225 student-
athletes came together for fun games and a
serious message. The athletes were asked how
they felt they were perceived. They were
surprised when they were told the image of them
held by people on campus, according to Jensen.

“A lot of athletes think they can go
throughout the day and no one notices what they
do. They don’t understand how much of a
natural influence they have,” she said. “We told
them they have an influence and they can’t
change that. They can only change what type of
influence they have.”

After the meeting, Jensen was encouraged,
but realized that if real change were to happen, a
more consistent approach would need to be
developed. 

“We love the vision of bringing all of the
athletes together,” Jensen said. “But all of the

Bible professor Erik Thoennes speaks to student-athletes at a special chapel Dec. 1, 
organized by Biola Athletic Ministry.

B



men’s team to its 13th straight post-season
appearance. Alberts also led the GSAC in
rebounding (10.1 rpg) and was fifth in scoring
(19.0 ppg) despite missing the final two games of
the season due to injury … While pitching has
long been one of Biola softball’s strongest assets,
this season’s staff could be one of the most dom-
inant in school history. Senior pitcher Katie
Gustaveson tossed two no-hitters this season,
giving her three in her four seasons with the
Eagles. Sophomore hurler Emily Gray also

pitched a no-hitter this season, combining with
Gustaveson to no-hit Dominican University on
March 6 … Baseball put together an impressive
string of wins during the first half of the season,
tying a school record with 14 consecutive victo-
ries and moving as high as No. 9 in the NAIA
rankings. The Eagles also scored 23 runs twice
this season, coming within two of the school
record both times ... Brian Ball continues to
rewrite the Biola record books in both track and
cross country. The senior earned his first NAIA
All-American honors of the year in cross country
and then placed fifth in the 5,000 at the Indoor
Championships to earn All-American honors
again. Ball is well on his way to recording the All-
American hat trick as he ranks in the top five
nationally in the steeplechase and set a new
school record in the event his first time ever run-
ning it … The swimming and diving team set 15
new school records and put together its best sea-
son in the program’s history as the men’s and
women’s teams each placed seventh at the NAIA
National Championships in March. Additionally,
seven swimmers were named NAIA scholar-ath-
letes. — Jeff Hoffman

23

n March, the athletic department announced 
the hiring of John Lane to head its inaugural 
golf programs, which begin play in the fall. 
Lane played collegiate golf in Colorado and is

attending Biola’s Talbot School of Theology
where he’s pursuing a master’s degree in theolo-
gy … Also joining the staff is Tawni Peterson,
who will be coaching the new cheerleading pro-
gram at Biola. Peterson brings a wealth of expe-
rience both as an athlete and a coach … Junior
Danny Jones and sophomore Meghan Alberts
were named honorable mention NAIA All-
Americans at the close of the basketball sea-
sons. Jones led the GSAC in rebounding (8.6 rpg)
and was ninth in scoring (15.2 ppg), leading the
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The NAIA and Champions of Character
founding partner Buffalo Funds present
Buffalo Funds Five Star Awards for each of the
NAIA’s 23 championship sports. The Biola
University swimming program was recently
awarded the Buffalo Funds Five Star Award
for its dedication and implementation of the
Champions of Character program’s five core
values: respect, responsibility, integrity,
servant leadership and sportsmanship. 

“The athletes, through good character,
maintain care and concern for one
another,” said Biola head swim coach Eddie
Shepard. “This closeness has allowed the
team to work hard together and maintain
positive attitudes. I am so thankful for the
opportunity to coach such a close group of
student-athletes.” 

The Eagles, with seven seniors on the
team, are passionate about their sport and
about representing the University well in and
out of competition. The NAIA defines
servant leadership when a student-athlete
puts the team first in every decision. In the
pool of student-athletes competing at Biola,
the word teammate means family. Each team
member has a different personality, and
each member is valued for what he or she
individually offers to the entire group. 

“Strong character is something that
defines who you are as a team and individual. It
is about having respect for those who you meet
— in the pool and out — because each person
has incredible value,” said junior swimmer
Elena Fernandez.  

I

Eagle News

Swimmers
Receive ‘Five
Star Award’

Katie Gustaveson

Tawni Peterson and John Lane

Eddie Shepard Danny Jones
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The Taliban As I Remember Them  

ver the last 20 years, my family and I had 
the joy of living among one of the largest 
and most fascinating Muslim people 
groups in the world — the 27 million

Pashtun people of Afghanistan and Pakistan.
This is the ethnic group behind the now infa-
mous Taliban.

But we didn’t know them as that. Pashtuns
were our neighbors, our friends. Their “code of
honor” includes values of hospitality and courage.
We visited each other’s homes and shared meals of
palau (seasoned rice), kabobs and nan (flat
bread). An Afghan proverb says, “Let it be an
onion, but let it be served with love.” Endless
conversations — about life, suffering, God — were
accompanied by bottomless cups of chai. 

The sight of pickup trucks filled with
bearded, turbaned tribesmen carrying AK-47
rifles was normal, not frightening. These Afghan
mujahideen were “freedom fighters,” not
“insurgents.”  Their cruel enemy was our
nation’s enemy, the Soviet Union, who invaded
and occupied Afghanistan from 1979 to 1989.

Over 3.5 million Afghans flooded across the
border into squalid refugee camps in Pakistan. A

the Afghans’ love for words. Their proverbs are a
form of verbal art.

Afghanistan is at a crossroads. Insurgent
attacks have become more brazen. Lack of
security has slowed reconstruction and eco-
nomic development — especially in the Pashtun
east and south — and this has bred anger and
disillusionment. Ethnic tensions between the
majority (previously ruling) Pashtun and the
non-Pashtun (Tajiks, Hazaras, Panshiris,
others) scar the political landscape. Afghans
despair about whether their government can or
will do anything. 

What will it take to bring healing and
transformation to this broken land and
wounded people? Jesus said, “Ask the Lord of
the Harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest field.” We are here at Biola to equip a
new generation of pioneer servants of Christ
willing to share His love in the neediest, most
neglected places.

A few years ago, my colleagues and I were
visiting a reconstruction project along the
Afghan border near the city of Khost. We
stopped for the night in the hujra (men’s guest
room) of a tribal leader. After the evening meal,
as we relaxed over cups of chai, the white-
bearded khan (chief) next to me confided softly,
“You know, Dr. Len, our people are so tired of
war. We have a proverb: ‘If your hand is broken,
you can still do some work; but if your heart is
broken, you can do nothing at all.’”

I spoke with him in his language about the
power of sin and Satan, who comes to “steal, kill
and destroy.” Then I shared about the Healer of
broken hearts, Isa Masih (Jesus Christ). The old
man called out to the other khan and group of 20
men: “Listen! Listen! He understands (our
language)!” That night, by lantern light, a group
of men in the jagged mountain borderlands of
Afghanistan heard words of life.

Len Bartlotti, Ph.D.,
joined Biola’s faculty last fall as an
associate professor in the School of
Intercultural Studies. A consultant to
humanitarian workers, he co-edited

the book Rohi Mataluna (Pashto Proverbs).

million others fled to Iran, some to the West —
creating what was the largest refugee population
in the world.  

After the ouster of the Communist govern-
ment, Afghans degenerated into civil war.
Warlords, corruption, banditry, the cultivation
of opium poppies (hardly anything else was
worth growing), drug trafficking, displaced
persons and rampant poverty — Afghanistan was
a land of tears. It was to become a land of terror. 

The Taliban (the word refers to Islamic
“students”) arose in revolt to the excesses,
factionalism and corruption of the Islamist
parties. As a kind of “law and order” movement,
the Taliban vowed to clean up the country in the
name of Islam and proceeded to fight, bargain
and buy their way into power. The Taliban brand
of Islam was more strict and uncompromising
than anything most Afghans were used to. Then,
Arabs with an anti-Western, pan-Islamic
agenda — rooted in Salafist “jihadi” Islam —
began to hijack the movement. So it was that, as
another Afghan proverb sarcastically puts it,
“The guest became the master of the house.” In
my research on Pashtun culture, I discovered
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iola psychology professor Dr. Armida 
Bustamante has earned a distinction 
among her daughter’s friends: the title 
of strictest mother. 

But Bustamante, a staff psychologist at
the Biola Counseling Center who also has her
own practice, tempers her firmness with con-
stant affection for 14-year-old Amanda,
making sure her daughter always knows how
important she is. 

“Love covers a multitude of sins,” Busta-
mante said. “You don’t have to be a perfect par-
ent. Our children need to feel loved and valued.
Aside from that, there’s a lot of room for error.”

Finding the right balance between disci-
pline and affection is one that many parents
struggle with, said Bustamante, who is complet-
ing her second year teaching at Biola. She
teaches one undergraduate course and graduate
courses in child and adolescent therapy, mar-
riage and family therapy, family psychopath-
ology and multicultural issues. 

“One of the first questions I ask parents is,
‘How much time do you spend on a one-on-one
basis with your children and how do you disci-
pline?’” she said. 

Many parents, she said, do not know how to
simply be with their children.

“Parents are often so busy running around
trying to give their family everything, making
sure they have a nice house, nice clothes and
nice cars, but they’re missing the most impor-
tant thing, and that is your time,” she said. 

Bustamante understands time constraints.

She juggles teaching three days a week, helping
clients in her private practice two days and being
a single mother. But, she said, Amanda is her
priority. She doesn’t usually work past 5 p.m.
Evenings and weekends are for her daughter.

Teaching in Biola’s Rosemead School of
Psychology has special significance for Busta-
mante; she earned her doctorate in clinical
psychology at Biola. As a student, she found
Rosemead spiritually and emotionally support-
ive. Now, she enjoys helping students while
combining her profession with her faith.  

Bustamante has an older brother who is a
psychologist, but said she didn’t put a lot of
thought into following his career path. She just
knew she should do it. 

“I received Christ when I was 29, and I felt
called to this field,” she said. 

The work has been emotionally trying.
Bustamante has counseled abused children in
foster care. Part of the reason she is strict with
her daughter, she said, is because of her experi-
ences with children in foster care. She wants to
protect Amanda.

Bustamante is also passionate about multi-
cultural issues. She sits on a Biola task force that
is looking at what changes Biola needs to make
to address culture and to attract more Latino
students.

If there’s one message Bustamante would
like to emphasize, it’s this: “The most important
thing is to make sure your children know how
much you love them.” — Lisa O’Neill Hill

Matt Williams, Ph.D. [biblical studies and
theology] was the general editor for
Zondervan’s new series of DVDs with
Bible study guides: The Parables of Jesus,
The Miracles of Jesus and The Prayers of

Jesus. The DVD studies allow participants to make
deeper connections with a knowledge of historical
background of the Bible, biblical text and real-life appli-
cations. Well-known Bible scholars from across the
country are featured in the studies, including Dr.
Michael Wilkins, a professor of New Testament lan-
guage and literature and the dean of faculty at Biola’s
seminary, Talbot School of Theology.

Peter Hill, Ph.D. [psychology] was quoted
March 14 in a Los Angeles Times Maga-
zine article titled, “Many Alzheimer’s
Caregivers Seek Help in God.” The article
examined how spirituality and religion are

involved in the lives of family members caring for a ter-
minally ill patient. Dr. Hill said, “For some people, fac-
ing a loved one with a terminal illness is what makes
them aware of their own mortality. The experience
causes them to search for meaning beyond them-
selves, for a sense of transcendence.” 

Cheryl Zukerberg, Ph.D.,  R.N. [nursing]
wrote two chapters in Matteson &
McConnell’s Gerontological Nursing: Con-
cepts and Practice, published in 2007
(Saunders, Third Edition), a text widely

used by advanced practice and doctorally prepared
nurses who specialize in the care of older adult nursing
clients. The chapters focus on the continuum of geri-
atric care. In August, Zukerberg presented research on
a similar topic at the University of Oxford. During the
interdisciplinary conference, she discussed ideas for a
conceptual model of well-being for older adults. 

Graciela Perez, Ph.D. [modern lan-
guages] traveled to Lima, Peru, in
February, where she presented a paper
on the “Unveiling of the History of Spain
in the French Literature: A Fascination

Expressed in the Fantastic World of Nodier.” The four-
day symposium at the University of San Marcos
focused on “An In-Depth Analysis of the Culture of the
Americas.” Perez’s research examined history’s effect
on the present by showing comparative literature as a
means of understanding civilizations. 

Michelle Lee, Ph.D. [theology] published
a book with Cambridge University Press
last July titled Paul, the Stoics, and the
Body of Christ, a revision of the disserta-
tion she wrote at the University of Notre

Dame. Lee said, “The purpose [of the book] is to gain
insight into what Paul said about the church as the
body of Christ by seeing the similarities and differ-
ences with the use of the body metaphor in Stoicism.”
The book is part of a series titled, “The Society for New
Testament Studies Monograph Series.” 

Faculty 
Highlights 
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Crowell School of Business Dedicates New Building 

1. The business building as seen
from Biola’s main entrance

2. Main-entrance lobby 

3. Supporters get their first 
look inside. 

4. View down the main, first-
floor hallway 

5. State-of-the-art 
Moats Lecture Hall

Photos by Michael Musser 
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The “Crowell School of Business” was named in
honor of the Crowell family’s long standing dedica-
tion to Biola University. The following is an excerpt
from Suzanne Crowell’s speech at the April 27
dedication of the building.

Today is a day of celebration and dedication
of the new Crowell School of Business
building. It is a day we have long waited for
and greatly anticipated. I am privileged to be
here to represent the Crowell family on this
beautiful day.  

My late husband, Don, like his great-uncle
Lyman Stewart [founder of Union Oil Company
and co-founder of Biola], was a successful
businessman. He started working at a small
brokerage firm, founded by his father and his
business partner, George Weeden. From those
humble beginnings, today Crowell, Weeden &
Co. manages over $8 billion in client assets and
services 25,000 clients, making the company the
largest investment firm in the western United
States. Today my sons, Andrew and Don, Jr.,
carry on the legacy that was started by their father
and grandfather.

Like Lyman Stewart, my husband had a

strong moral ethic and high standards. Like
his great-uncle, he was greatly disturbed by the
moral corruption he saw in corporate America.
Don left this earth too soon, so it is my
privilege today to carry on Don’s memory and
legacy here at Biola. 

Recently I’ve come to learn that in Lyman
Stewart’s last will and testimony it was his
desire that every person in his family come to
know Jesus Christ as Lord. It was his prayer
also that the Bible Institute of Los Angeles
continue to educate young men and women
for generations to come. Today we stand here
at [Biola’s] beautiful La Mirada campus — an
extension of Lyman’s success — in sight of the
beautiful new Crowell School of Business
building to carry on the Crowell legacy. That is
my ambition as well. 

It is my vision that the men and women
who are trained here at Biola in the Bible and
business reclaim the marketplace. Jesus began
his public career in the marketplace, and His
disciples came [from the marketplace]. It is
my hope that the graduates from Biola will
branch out into the whole world, bringing the
gospel with them. 

‘A Day of Celebration 
and Dedication’

The building for the Crowell School of Business
was made possible by almost a thousand donors
who gave sacrificial gifts large and small to make
this dream a reality for students, faculty and staff. 

God moved uniquely in the hearts of those
who donated. Some were impressed to give in
gratitude to God for what He had given them.
Others wanted to return back to the University for
their time as students at Biola. Others saw the
potential for strengthening the business school’s
impact in the marketplace.

One family was compelled to give to this
project for all those reasons. Warren and Ruth
Thomas of Pasadena, Calif., graduated from Biola
(1978 and 1981 respectively), and educated two of
their children at Biola as well. Their son Jesse
graduated in 2005 with a degree in accounting from
the School of Business at Biola, just like his dad did
years earlier. Today, Warren and Jesse work
together in several businesses, including a suc-
cessful accounting practice and a real estate
investment firm.

With the biblical foundation and business
acumen gained during their years at Biola, their
enterprises exemplify “business as ministry.” Their
foundational business principles are education,
generosity, integrity and lending a helping hand to
others. By modeling servant leadership and
humility, they have witnessed employees’ lives
improved and souls saved, while their businesses
grow and prosper.

Early on, Warren advised his son, echoing the
sentiments of King Solomon: “Give me neither
poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread.
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown You
and say, ‘Who is the Lord?‘” (Proverbs 30:8-9). This
guiding principle has directed their business and
personal choices, resulting in lives that honor the
Lord in the marketplace and the home — and
dovetailing perfectly with the mission of the Crowell
School of Business.

The Thomas Family

Suzanne Crowell with her sons Andrew and Don, Jr. 
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journals. Magazine articles are generally
informal works written for a general audience.
Journal articles are typically formal works
written for academic audiences. Formal writing
takes more time and effort to read. Informal
writing is meant to be quickly and easily
digested. We use an informal writing style for
Biola Connections because we have a broad
Christian audience (almost 50 percent are not
alumni). And we assume our readers don’t have
a lot of time to read our magazine.

Those familiar with the world of journalism
know that newspapers and magazines often
create their own style guides. The New York Times’
stylebook is a prime example. And, yes, this
paper has used the title “Who Do You Trust?” So
have Time Magazine, BBC News, American
Journalism Review and hundreds of others.
Johnny Carson even hosted a TV game show
titled, “Who Do You Trust?” (1958-1963).

Biola Connections follows the Associated
Press Stylebook, but often defers to Flesch
when it comes to readability issues. Flesch
was a pioneer in the art of plain English and is
known for his Flesch Reading Ease test and
the Flesch-Kincaid readability scale. Both
come standard with Microsoft Word. If you
type the title “Who Do You Trust?” into a Word
document, it won’t be underlined in green as a
grammatical error. That’s Flesch’s influence
on today’s writing style. 

There will always be contentions that
journalists sacrifice grammatical substance for
style. But as language continues to change over
time, journalistic style will likely change with it.
At Biola Connections, we understand the rules
before we break them but do so only at the
service of readability, knowing it won’t please all
readers. Perhaps Horace said it best over 2,000
years ago: Grammatici certant et adhuc sub judice
lis est. [Grammarians quibble and the case is still
before the court.] 

Rob Westervelt
(M.A.’97), Editor 

ou’d be surprised at the excitement the 
world of grammar can generate — 
anonymous voice mails, chastising 
e-mails and accusations that Biola

Connections has undermined the reputation of
the University. 

What’s all the fuss about, you say?  It’s about
the word “who” in the title of our last cover story,
“Who Do You Trust?”  Grammarians of various
stripes were quick to point out that “whom” is
the correct relative pronoun to use in this
instance. But as you will see, it really depends on
who [sic] you ask.

We’re often taught grammar “rules” at an
early age, like not beginning a sentence with
“but” and not ending a sentence with a
preposition. But on further inspection, we
discover these rules are myths. No grammar rule
exists to preclude one from beginning a
sentence with “but.” And not ending a sentence
with a preposition is a rule for Latin, not
English. Of this pseudo-rule Winston Churchill
humorously wrote, “This is the sort of English
up with which I will not put.”

Still, grammar rules concerning the
personal pronouns “who” and “whom” are

clear. But issues of style can, at times, override
them. And this gets to the heart of the matter
concerning our title choice. Style implies
preference, and there are reasons for preferring
style to rules. 

One reason is that traditional language uses
change over time. As Rudolf Flesch wrote in The
ABC of Style: A Guide to Plain English (Harper &
Row, 1964), “the word ‘whom’ is on its way out
and now sounds pompous and wrong in many
sentences.” For example, it’s difficult to say
“Whom do you trust?” without sounding like the
Queen of England. And the word “whom” is
rarely used in conversation. I’ve been asked
many times “Who are you going to vote for?” but
rarely “Whom are you going to vote for?” And
I’ve never been asked, “For whom are you going
to vote?” — even though it’s typically considered
the most grammatically correct way to put the
sentence. But it’s not how most people talk,
which brings us to another reason for preferring
style to rules — audience. 

We have a saying in our office: When it
comes to style and grammar, we side with the
journalism department for our magazine and
the English department for our academic

Y

Who (or Whom) Do You Trust?
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Since 1908, Biola University has been unwavering in its commitment to its founding 
Christian beliefs—while holding fast to a tradition of academic excellence.

One hundred years later, the world needs more educated young Christians than 
ever before, deployed into every area of life to make an impact for Jesus Christ.

With over 5,700 students, Biola’s graduates are making a difference. Please consider 
a generous gift to the Biola Scholarship Fund to help a deserving student today.

BIOLA A BEACON OF TRUTH TO A LOST WORLD

ONLINE GIVING: www.biola.edu/donations TELEPHONE GIVING: (800) 632-4652

‘‘Only 2% of 

today’s teenagers 

acknowledge the 

existence of God 

and absolute moral 

principles provided 

in the Bible.’’
-Researcher George Barna, 
writing about the Virginia Tech tragedy. 
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You can use the enclosed card and envelope with
your gift to the Biola Scholarship Fund. And, on
behalf of all of us here at Biola, thank you for
joining with us in showing your appreciation to
the Cooks. 

Thank you, also, to all of our chapter
leaders who have helped with the “Clyde and
Anna Belle Cook Farewell Tour.” We have had
such a wonderful time celebrating the Cooks’
ministry at Biola with so many alumni — many
who’ve come to an alumni event for the first
time. Next on the agenda, we’re anticipating a
welcome tour for our new president. We hope to
see you soon in a city near you!   

Rick Bee (’79,
M.A.’90, Ph.D.’01) 
Senior Director of Alumni and 
Friend Development 

Answering Your Questions 

Clyde’s presidency. And, we have actually
extended the date through the month of July
because of the great response and interest of
our alumni. 

I’ve also had several alumni ask why the $25
gift to the Biola Scholarship Fund, and isn’t this
just a way to get money from alumni. Well, yes, it
is a way to get money from alumni! But the cause
is great, and the gifts you provide in the Cooks’
honor will go directly to helping students who are
struggling to pay for tuition. This need is one
close to the hearts of Clyde and Anna Belle, as
they have visited through the years with countless
students and parents who were unsure of where
the resources would come from for a college
education, but were sure that God wanted them
prepared for ministry here at Biola.  

If you haven’t yet shared your thoughts with
the Cooks, it’s not too late. But time is running
out to have them included in the memory book.

W a n t  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a n s w e r e d ?  R i c k  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  ( r i c k . b e e @ b i o l a . e d u ) .  

The alumni office has received an amaz-
ing response from our alumni and 
friends to the recent mailing encour-
aging you to recognize President Cook

for his 25 years of service with a personal note
and gift of $25 to the Biola Scholarship Fund.
Thanks to all of you who have passed along your
personal greetings, appreciation for, and
recollections of Clyde and Anna Belle Cook.
And, thank you for your partnership with Biola
in preparing men and women to impact the
world for Christ through a gift to the Biola
Scholarship Fund.

Your cards are an amazing testimony to
President and Mrs. Cook, and I know it will
mean so much to them as they take time to read
each note and are reminded of God’s faith-
fulness through the past 25 years as president
and their 50 years of involvement with the
University as students and on the faculty.

I’ve had several of you send notes asking
how the cards will be used, and I wanted to
clarify for you that Clyde and Anna Belle will
receive a memory book prepared with the
cards that you have written. This book will be
presented to the Cooks at the conclusion of

If you haven’t yet

shared your thoughts

with the Cooks, it’s

not too late. But time

is running out to have

them included in the

memory book. 



Farewell Alumni Tour
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s his tenure as president neared its end, Dr. Cook embarked on a farewell tour, visiting 

alumni chapters around the country and around the world. His first stops were in 

Hong Kong and Taiwan, followed by visits to Washington, D.C.; Denver, Colo.; Colorado

Springs, Colo.; Orlando, Fla.; Seattle, Wash.; Fresno, Calif.; Phoenix, Ariz.; Portland, Ore.;

Dallas, Texas; and Chicago, Ill. l The casual, reception-style format gave alumni the opportuni-

ty to personally greet and thank the president and his wife, Anna Belle.

A

Colorado Springs, Colo.

Washington, DC

Fresno, Calif.

Palm Springs, Calif.

Phoenix, Ariz.

Portland, Ore.

Wear your school 
colors and come home!
This fun-filled, inspiring day will 
be packed with food, fun, and lots 
of live entertainment featuring 
Jimmy Fisher, former Gospel Choir 
director, 1955 Men’s Quartet, and 
platinum-selling, award-winning 
Christian group, MercyMe. 

Reconnect with old classmates 
and meet Biola’s new president, 
Dr. Barry H. Corey, while enjoying 
an old-fashioned BBQ and classic 
revival. 

This is a great event for the whole 
family!

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.100.biola.edu

A Homecoming Revival 
NOVEMBER 3, 2007

11:00a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
METZGER LAWN
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Ministering Hope
Through Music
Lydia (Goglanian, ’94)
Dervartanian, a graduate
of Biola’s nursing pro-
gram, recorded a music
CD in 2006 titled “Songs
of Restoration,” which she

gives as gifts to her cancer patients at Hoag
Memorial Hospital in Newport Beach, Calif.,
where she’s worked for the past 20 years as a
specialist in cancer pain management. The 10
tracks feature mellow vocals, sung by Lydia,
combined with a range of instruments played
by her husband, Tom, including piano, guitar,
cello and violin. The lyrics are based in part on
biblical Psalms and also highlight Lydia’s
Armenian background in two native
Armenian songs. “We all need restoration,
whether you’re a tired mom or someone
struggling with cancer,” Lydia said. She’s been
recognized by the Southern California Cancer
Pain Initiative for her efforts in reducing can-
cer patient pain through the hope and encour-
agement provided by the distribution of her
CD. Lydia and Tom have four young children.
www.heartmindandsoul.com

Managing an Online Magazine
Erin Sommers (’05)
works as the managing
editor of ZIA magazine, a
start-up Internet publica-
tion that publishes “fresh,
challenging and practical
content that seeks to
engage women with truth

as it affects their lives and relationships.”
Topics addressed range from entertaining and
decorating to friendship, spiritual growth and
social impact. In her role as managing editor,
Erin focuses on creative and artistic direction.
She is responsible for the site design, assign-
ment and direction of photography and story
graphics, as well as serving as part of the edito-
rial team in selecting queries, editing, blogging

and posting articles. “I was inspired by the
vision of an online magazine dedicated to edify-
ing its readers in a thought-provoking and
savvy way,” Erin said. At Biola, she earned a
bachelor’s degree in English with a writing
emphasis and an additional emphasis in art and
design. www.ziamag.com

Studying Islamic History at Oxford
Ryan Schaffner (’06)
began a two-year master of
philosophy degree in clas-
sical and Medieval Islamic
history at the Oriental
Institute of the University
of Oxford. Ryan’s interest
in Islamic history began at

Biola in professor Josh Lingel’s class, “Christian
Apologetics to Islam.” After a second class on
Islam and interactions with history professor
Dr. Judith Rood, Ryan was encouraged to write
his senior thesis on Islamic history. “I’d like to
use my knowledge in this field to equip the
church with a better understanding of Islam,”
Ryan said. He plans to pursue a doctorate and
eventually teach at a Christian university with
the hopes of getting students interested in
working with Muslims. During his time at Biola,
Ryan worked as a resident assistant in Stewart
Hall, played intramural football and participated
in the Torrey Honors Institute. He earned bach-
elor’s degrees in history and intercultural stud-
ies from Biola. ryanschaffner@mac.com

Reaching People Through Relationships
Chris Gleason (’95) pas-
tors Living Hope Christian
Fellowship in San Cle-
mente, Calif., a Four-
square church he planted
in 2000. Chris’ desire to
plant a church began while
he was working as the col-

lege pastor at Florence Avenue Church in Santa
Fe Springs, Calif. The church, which began with
17 people meeting in an elementary school, now

has between 250 and 300 people attending.
Chris focuses on helping members develop
solid personal relationships, and he encour-
ages them to have a service mindset. “From
the beginning, we’ve set out to love people in
the community,” he said. As part of their out-
reach, Chris and his congregation have
demonstrated tangible acts of service, includ-
ing cleaning businesses’ windows and bath-
rooms and offering free carwashes. As a Biola
student, Chris earned a bachelor’s degree in
communication and worked as the student
ministries coordinator under Chaplain Ron
Hafer. Chris serves on Biola’s Alumni Board.
chris@lhcf.com

Adopting People Groups
David Taylor (’95) has
worked for the past 13
years as a researcher, writ-
er and consultant with
Frontier Mission Fellow-
ship, an inter-denomina-
tional missionary organi-
zation. David — who goes

by a pseudonym to protect his missionary work
in Asia — serves as a consultant for Frontier
Mission’s “Adopt-A-People” program, which
links churches with people groups that don’t
have strong indigenous churches. About
10,000 such people groups exist, according to
estimates from Frontier Mission. Approxi-
mately 50,000 churches participate in the
“Adopt-A-People” program by praying for
their adopted people groups, raising funds and
sending missionary teams. David is also the
senior editor of Frontier Mission’s “Global
Mission Database” (www.research.ms), which
contains data on unreached people groups,
and he’s written the book, Eternal Vision:
Seeing Life From Heaven’s Perspective. “Biola
was an amazing experience for me, and I owe
a great debt of gratitude to all the awesome
professors in the School of Intercultural
Studies,” David said. “It was everything I
needed to get ready for the mission field.”  

Where Are They Now?

We surprised these alumni with a phone call or e-mail. Who knows, you may be the next alumnus to be featured in “Where Are They Now?”



Rocky McElveen (’79) is one of Alaska’s foremost
hunting and fishing guides, serving the rich and
famous, including former president George Bush
and former senator Chuck Yeager. His harrowing
stories of plane crashes and grizzly bear attacks
are told in his new book, Wild Men, Wild Alaska
(Thomas Nelson), with a foreword by friend
Franklin Graham. Biola Connections asked
Rocky about life in what he calls the “wildest,
remotest, roughest frontier left in the world.”

People say that in Alaska there are many more
men than women, so the odds are really good if
you’re a woman. But I’m here to tell you that the
“goods” are really odd. Alaska attracts disen-
franchised men.

I grew up in Alaska. My parents were missionar-
ies there.

I’m 56, but I look good. I told my wife and my girls
that I’d never make it to 53.

I don’t know if it was the call of the Lord or the call of
the wild that brought me back to Alaska. I was
pastoring a large church in Fremont, Calif.,
when I went to an outdoors exposition. I saw a
display of the very rivers, creeks and streams I
grew up on and said, “That guy is charging $300
a day to fish in my backyard!” I went home and
told my wife, “Honey, we’re starting a hunting
and fishing lodge in Alaska.” 

We’re in the wildest part of Alaska. The nearest
town, with only 30 people, is 46 miles down the
rough Holitna River. I can get there in two and a
half hours by jet boat.

We built our runway. Our planes land on ridges
and riverbanks. Really scary stuff. I’ve been in
four plane crashes. 

I always think I’m going to die in a boat because so
many more people die in Alaska’s icy waters
than in planes. 

When I encounter a grizzly, I don’t run and I stand
tall and scream like a woman. Or I try to climb a
tree because grizzlies can’t climb trees.

A Wild Man At Heart 
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Rocky McElveen At A Glance
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Family: Wife, Sharon (Fricke, ’75) 

“I don’t think a prettier girl ever 

came out of Biola.”

Four daughters, ages 14 to 24 

His brother, Greg McElveen (’77), 

went to Biola.

Education: B.A. in Bible, Biola; M.Div.,

Reformed Theological Seminary

Web Site: Alaskan-Adventures

(www.alaskan-adventures.com)

Favorite Client: Dave Dravecky 

(former major league baseball player)

Interesting Fact: Rocky served twice in

the Vietnam War.

Black bears are more dangerous than grizzlies
because they’re so unpredictable. And they can
climb trees.

The most ignorant thing people say is, “Why would
you shoot a bear?” People don’t understand
what the balance of the wild is like until they’ve
experienced it. 

A horrible imbalance exists in Alaska because of
past hunting restrictions. Grizzlies are like rats.
The moose population is incredibly threatened
by them. Last year, on one river alone, the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game tagged 101 moose
calves, and all were killed by bears and wolves.

Wolves also have proliferated. I’ve been surround-
ed by packs of them. The law now allows each
person to kill 10 wolves per day. 

I don’t want to sound like Al Gore, but I believe no one
has a greater mandate to take care of the earth than
Christians. The author of all creation is the author

of our salvation. God directly expresses His love to
every person through the gift of this earth.

This year, one of my clients and I were charged by a
wounded grizzly. The man fired and missed, and
the bear was almost on top of me when I fired.
The bullet went right above its nose into the
brain, and he died at our feet. That was such a
high — like using stuff you shouldn’t.

Why do men and women come to Alaska and risk
their lives? Because adventures can take the place
of addictions or affairs. Adventures also can
bond families, make young men and women the
people they need to be in Christ, and they can
point you to the Creator.

There’s a great demand for Wild Game Dinners and
men’s ministry outreaches. It’s a national phe-
nomenon. I spoke at an event in Georgia and
thousands of people attended. What a joy to
share the gospel of Jesus Christ and talk about
the Alaska I love.



An exhibit featuring mementos from President and Mrs. Cook’s “25 Years of Faithful Service”
at Biola and their 50-year marriage was shown in the Biola University Art Gallery in May and June.

The exhibit was curated by art professor Barry Krammes.
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1940s
Noble Crawford (’46), after graduation from Biola,
became an evangelist with Fuller Evangelistic
Association. In 1955, he and his wife, Norma (’45), left
for Brazil on a Japanese passenger ship �lled with
people migrating to Brazil to develop the co�ee
industry. The Crawfords served as missionaries in
Brazil for 25 years. Noble also worked as the director of
Transamerica Crusades, a ministry to migrant
workers. Norma passed away shortly after the couple’s
70th wedding anniversary. Although Noble is now
retired from missionary work, he has not retired from
witnessing for the Lord. He lives in Scotts Valley, Calif. 

1950s
Bill Holeman (’50, ’53) travels throughout his native
Kentucky, delivering the gospel and character
education to elementary school students through the
use of ventriloquist acts. Bill was featured in the
spring 2007 issue ofBiola Connections. He wrote a
book about his lifetime of ministry, titled The Dummy
in the Middle. He and his wife, Joyce, have four
children. bholeman@kmminc.org

Sue (Risley , ’59) Baron and her husband, Royce,
thank God for 42 years of missionary work in Mexico.
They retired on Jan. 31 from the North American
Baptist Conference, but continue to serve as
volunteers in church planting in Mexico City,
Mexico, as well as supervising a camp and retreat
center near the city.

1970s
Jim Davis (M.A. ’78) is the mission director of
pastoral training for Gospel for Asia, a Calvary
Chapel-a�liated mission organization. Jim said the
organization, which supports missionaries in �ve
southeast Asian countries, could always use more
missionaries. He and his wife of 35 years, Shonda, live
in San Clemente, Calif., and spend three to four
months of each year serving in Asia. They have four
children and eight grandchildren. ptadavis@aol.com

Seng Young(’79) has worked as a clinical nursing
instructor for the past three years for an associate
degree nursing program in the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia. Seng served in the Navy in the 1970s and in

the Army in the 1990s. He went back into the Army in
2005 and is expecting to be deployed to Iraq in late
2007 with a combat support hospital.

1980s
Dr. Julie Lee Wu(M.Div. ’85) was ordained in March.
She serves as president of China Bible Seminary in
Hong Kong. At her ordination, Julie acknowledged
the late Dr. Glenn O’Neal of Biola’s seminary, Talbot
School of Theology. In August, Julie will be one of
three speakers (the �rst woman preacher since 1963)
at the 79th Hong Kong-Kowloon Bible Conference.

Randy (M.A. ’87) and Jan (Peterson, ’76) Kent,
missionaries in France, will visit the East Coast in
January and February 2008. Their daughter,
Rebekah, will be married to Matt Sandefer in
Delevan, N.Y., on Dec. 29. kentsfrance@yahoo.com

Kevin Winslow (’87) earned a Ph.D. in mathematics
instructional methodology from George Mason
University. After receiving his degree, he was
promoted to associate professor of education and
awarded tenure at Cedarville University in Ohio. He
and his wife, Cessna, have three children: Addison (13),
Jenna (11) and Devra (4). winslowk@cedarville.edu

David (’89) and Angela (’91) Toyer have been
living in the Portland, Ore., area for the past 10 and
a half years and have recently assumed the
leadership reins of the Portland Chapter of the
Alumni Association. They would love to hear from
fellow Oregonians and southwest Washingtonians
regarding ideas for chapter events. On the personal
side, their four children are now 13, 12, 9 and 7.
david.toyer@verizon.net

1990s

News & Notes 
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Jenean (Watt-Martin, ’91) Hill and her husband,
Gary, live in Lake Forest, Calif. Jenean is a real estate
and marketing consultant at First Team Real Estate in
Irvine and is a director at the Orange County
Association of Realtors. For many years, Gary and
Jenean have used their home to host foreign students
from across the world and introduce them to
American and Christian life. Their daughter,
Hannah, was married in May. Now empty nesters, the
Hills enjoy playing and boating with their two dogs,
real estate investing, traveling and cruising and
serving in the community. They recently bought an
old Cape Cod home built in 1895 in Kalispell, Mont.,
and have begun to restore it.

Betty Odak (’99) started a
cross-cultural Internet maga-
zine that she would like her
fellow classmates to check
out. She would appreciate
hearing thoughts, com-
ments and suggestions.
www.bcultural.org, kodak1995@yahoo.com

2000s

Leslie (M.A. ’02) and Debbie (Yarrall, ’96) Nesbitt
live in Novosibirsk, the third largest city in Russia,
serving with Grace Brethren International
Missions. They have lived there nearly three years

with their two children, Misha David (6) and
Sydney Jayne (3). They are expecting a third child in
August. www.grace4russia.blogspot.com, grace4russia@
yahoo.com

Meredith (Hicks, ’03) Conrow graduated on May 12
with an M.A. in church history from Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary. Her husband, Alan (’02, M.A.
’05), will finish an M.A. in theology from Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary next May. At the time of
this submission, they were expecting their first child,
a girl, in June. The Conrows live in Massachusetts.
merealan@aim.com, http://merealan.googlepages.com

Marriages
Jeffry and Amy (Clegern, ’99) White were married
Jan. 7, 2006, at Crossroads Bible Church in Bellevue,
Wash. The couple lives in Bremerton, Wash.

Manuel Saghbazarian (’00) married Mary Balian on
Dec.17, 2006, at United Armenian Congregational
Church in North Hollywood, Calif. Biolans in the
wedding party included Johnny Do (’01), Brian
Burnett (’00), Jeremy Stevens (’00), Damien Cortese
(’00) and John Briganti (’00). Manny is a high school
special education teacher, and Mary is a high school
counselor. The couple lives in Burbank, Calif.
mannytyme@yahoo.com

Molly (Mraz, ’01) married Erik Gamborg on March 10
at Emmanuel Reformed Church in Paramount, Calif.
Karinne (Deegan, ’99) O’Ram was the matron of
honor. Molly received her M.A. from California State
University, Long Beach, in 2005 and is an editor for
the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers,
Inc., Computer Society. Erik is a researcher for
CBS’ Late Late Show With Craig Ferguson. The couple
honeymooned in Kauai and lives in Cerritos, Calif.
mmgamborg@yahoo.com

Teresa (Castro, ’03) married Steven Pregizer on Dec.
30, 2006, at First Evangelical Free Church of Los
Angeles. They live near the church where Teresa
directs a “S.A.Y. Yes! Center for Youth Development”
program and is working on her M.A. in education.
Steve is completing his Ph.D. program in molecular
biology at the University of Southern California.
Other alumni in the wedding party were Teresa’s
brother, Michael (’99, ’03), and sister-in-law, Kim

(Than ’00, ’02, ’05) Castro.

Lisa Montgomery (’04) was married to Matthew
Lomicka on July 15, 2006, in San Diego, Calif. The
Lomickas live in Vista, Calif., where Lisa is a
teacher. Biolans in the wedding included Annalisa
Schappert (’05) and Steven Huntley (’03).
lisa.k.montgomery@bubbs.biola.edu

Births
Dara (Williams, ’91) Brown and her husband, Steve,
are pleased to announce the arrival of their fourth
child, Britton Leigh, on March 7. Britton is welcomed
by her three older siblings: Bree (10), Brenden (6)
and Brenna (4). They live in Long Beach, Calif. Dara is
a stay-at-home mom, and Steve runs a video
production company. teambrown@verizon.net

Miguel and Tami Hernandez (’92) recently
celebrated the first birthday of their identical twin
boys, Jacob and Joshua, born on May 1, 2006. They are
extremely thankful to the Lord that, despite being
born prematurely, their beautiful boys have reached
the end of their first year, the picture of health.

Mike (’92) and Kim Krutsch welcomed their first
child, Kyle Andrew, on Sept. 27 in Singapore. The
Krutsches are missionaries with Overseas Mission
Fellowship International in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
mkrutsch@juno.com

Lily (Tarlton, ’93) and Scott Hunter are excited to
announce the birth of their first son, Keone Kai.
Their “Aloha Baby” was born on Jan. 10. The Hunter
family lives in Rancho Santa Margarita, Calif.
kauai_girl@sbcglobal.net

Joanna (Schurr, ’94) Eggenweber and her husband,
Franz, have a new daughter, Kendra Joy, born on Jan.
27. They continue to live and serve in Vienna, Austria.
viennajo@chello.at

Mark (’94) and Jessica Fordice are pleased to
announce the births of two daughters. Eleanor (Ellie)
was born November 2004 and Margaret (Maisie)
joined the family December 2006. They join their older
sisters, Camilla (5) and Hailey (3). The Fordices live in
Portland, Ore., where Mark is a product manager for
Boeing, and Jessica is a home-schooling mom.
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Roger and Kim (Overstreet, ’95) Forest were blessed
with their second daughter, Kiana Grace, born on
March 5. She joins her big sister, Hannah Faith (3).

Gwen (Mitchell, ’95) Stanga and her husband,
Florin, adopted 21-month-old Andrew Damian
on March 15. Although he has been with them
since he was two days old, the adoption took some
time to finalize.

Darryl and Tiffany (Joe, ’96) Mui celebrate the
birth of their second daughter, Amelia Love, born
on Jan. 29. Amelia was transferred to Saddleback
Memorial Medical Center’s neonatal intensive
care unit in Laguna Hills, Calif., for 19 days after
she arrived five and a half weeks early. After
several weeks hooked up to a ventilator with an
intravenous drip connected to her umbilical cord,
Amelia is now home with her family and doing
great. The Muis praise God for their little miracle
and for sparing her life. hi-note@cox.net

Robert (’97) and Jolene (Rowland, ’99) Denham are
pleased to announce the birth of their second son,
David Winston, born on Oct. 2, 2006. David joins his
older brother, Robby, who turned 2 in April. The
Denhams are moving back to Southern California this
summer, as Robert will be serving on the music
faculty at Biola. Jolene will continue to enjoy staying at
home with the boys.

Steven and Nita (Bowden, ’97) Jacobson announce
the birth of their son, Scott William, born on Feb. 9.
chevy2beans@netzero.net

Brian and Kirsten (Fabulich, ’97) Miller celebrate
the birth of their daughter, Emerald Ruth, born on
June 11, 2006. Emmy joins her big brother,
Ezekiel (2). The Millers live in Sonora, Calif.,
where Brian teaches high school, and Kirsten
enjoys being a stay-at-home mom.

Clint (’97) and Mary (Harding, ’97, ’00) Phillips
joyfully announce the birth of their twin daughters,
Skylar Mary Jane and Lauren Barbara Joy, born on
Dec. 16, 2006. These beautiful bundles, along with
their fabulous big sister, Mallory (2), are an enormous
delight to their parents, who are enjoying the blessed
chaos of a household with three children under 3.

Mike and Monica (Harper, ’97) Sharp welcomed
Adon Charles on July 17. His big sister, Macy, is
thrilled to have her new little brother around.
Monica works as a vice president in commercial
lending for Guaranty Bank. The Sharp family lives in
Elk Grove, Calif., where they are actively involved at
First Baptist Church Elk Grove.

Joel Marsh (’98) and his wife, Casey, are pleased to
announce the arrival of Jeremiah Thomas, born on
March 10. He joins his big brother, Calvin Leonard
(1). The Marsh family lives in Park City, Utah,
where Joel is a residential painting contractor.
joelpaulmarsh@yahoo.com

Tim and Amy (Larson, ’98) Spence are pleased to
announce the arrival of Jocelyn Mae, born in October.
Jocelyn joins her big sisters, Brynn (4) and Danika (2).

Rod and Stacy (’99) Beck welcomed their first child,
Amelia Elizabeth, on Jan. 12, 2006. This year the
Becks moved from California to New Mexico, and
Rod took a job as a flight instructor for Mesa Pilot
Development. Stacy enjoys being a stay-at-home
mom. airbeck@aol.com

Yoichi and Tira (Norr, ’99) Wakayama are blessed to
become parents to their first baby, Nixon James, born
on Feb. 24. The family of three lives in San Diego,
Calif. Yo works as an art director and graphic designer,
while Tira loves being a stay-at-home mom.

Danny and Laurie (Barger, ’00) Hawley joyfully
announce the birth of their son, Liam Thomas, on
April 24, 2006. The family lives in San Carlos, Calif.
Danny teaches eighth grade U.S. history, and Laurie
enjoys being a stay-at-home mom after five years of
teaching. thehawleyhome@yahoo.com

David (’00) and Avery (Dalrymple, ’01) Quatro
think their new son, Samuel David, born July 27, is
“just about the best thing ever.” Dave works as a math
teacher at Whittier High School in Whittier, Calif.,
and Avery stays at home during the day with Sam and
works at night as an English as a Second Language
instructor at Long Beach City College.

Nick (’01) and Becky (Polk, ’00) Fisher proudly
announce the birth of their daughter, Reagan Dorothy,

born May 31, 2006. The Fishers live in Huntington
Beach, Calif., where Nick is the youth pastor at Central
Baptist Church, and Becky works in the office of a
group home organization. www.beckyfisherpho-
tography.com/reagan

Weston (M.A. ’01) and Amy Oxley welcomed twin
boys, Ethan Jeremiah and Kellan Elijah, to their
family on March 27. They join their big brothers,
Caleb (2) and Aidan (1). Weston serves as the youth
pastor for Community Baptist Church in Alta Loma,
Calif., and Amy loves being a stay-at-home mom.
amynweston@msn.com

Larae (Dieter, ’02) and Jonathan Doose welcome
Rebekah Joy, born on Jan. 2. The Dooses live in
Moreno Valley, Calif.

Peter (’02) and Danica Freund celebrate the birth
of their first child, Isaac Peter, born on Nov. 17. The
Freunds live in Lowell, Ark. Peter teaches
philosophy and religion at a community college and
at the University of Phoenix in the evenings. He is a
stay-at-home dad during the day. Danica heads up
a chemistry lab at a testing facility. The Freunds
attend The Grove Church, co-lead a Bible study out
of their home, and recently Peter delivered his first
sermon on John 5.

Joe and Virginia (Knoll, ’02) Quistorff are happy
to announce the birth of their son, Jadon Allen, on
Dec. 22, 2006. Joe and Virginia live in Fresno,
Calif., where Joe is a firefighter for Cal Fire and
Virginia is a school counselor.

Gabe (’03) and Emily (Palmer, ’03) Moothart
welcomed their second son, Thomas Nathanael, on
Feb. 10. Emily is a full-time mom, and Gabe works in
software development. Gabe also completed a
masters degree at the University of California, Irvine,
in December. emily.a.moothart@biola.edu

Blair (M.A. ’03) and Beth (Emerson, ’03) Newman
were delighted to welcome their first child,
Emerson Marie, born on April 4, 2006. The
Newmans live in Lakewood, Calif. Blair works as a
real estate agent with Prudential California Realty in
Lakewood, and Beth is a stay-at-home mom with
Emerson. newmanhome@verizon.net
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Baby Biolans
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01) Adon Sharp    

02) Amelia Mui    

03) Andrew Stanga    

04) David Denham    

05) Emerson Newman    

06) Isaac Freund     

07) Jadon Quistorff   

08) Margaret Fordice   

09) Reagan Fisher    

10) Jocelyn Spence    

11) Ethan and Kellan Oxley

12) Jase Rouwenhorst    

13) Samuel Quatro    

14) Kyle Krutsch    

15) Keone Hunter    

16) Rebekah Doose   

17) Liam Hawley    

18) Thomas Moothart    

19) Nixon Wakayama    

20) Skylar and Lauren Phillips    



Jonathon (’03) and Nicole (Menjares, ’03)
Rouwenhorst are proud to announce the arrival of
their second son, Jase Albert. He arrived on Sept.
22 and joins his older brother, Jonah. The
Rouwenhorst family lives in Corona, Calif., where
Nicole is a stay-at-home mom, and Jonathon is a
professional baseball player for the Angels’
Triple-A team in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Deaths
Sam Kleinsasser (’39) passed away on Oct. 15,
2005, in Sun River, Ore. Sam played the clarinet in
the Biola orchestra, and his wife, Lou (’39), sang in
the choir. They were married for over 60 years. In
1942, Sam began work at Folsom Presbyterian
Church as a youth pastor and assistant chaplain in
the prison. One of his main responsibilities in the
prison was to conduct a male chorus. Sam
continued to work as a youth pastor and senior

pastor in various churches throughout California
and Oregon in the 1940s and 1950s. In 1970, Sam
combined his preaching and music skills to found
New Life Crusades, Inc. Over a period of 28 years,
Sam and Lou ministered at nearly 300 crusades.
During the New Life Crusade years, Sam also led
tours to the Holy Land and many other countries.
While in pastorates, Sam served on many local and
state committees, including a nine-year term on
the board of Berkeley Baptist Divinity School, of
which he was an alumnus. Sam is survived by his
wife, Lou; their three children; five grandchildren;
and one great-grandson.

Elizabeth “Betty” (Pearson, ’43) Case died on
Nov. 30, 2005. A memorial service was held at the
Church of the Open Door in Glendora, Calif., on
Dec. 5, 2005. Betty and her husband, Ed, studied
together at Biola in the early 1940s and lived in
Escondido, Calif. They were married for 62 years.
Betty is survived by her husband, Ed; her five
children; and several grandchildren. 

Elcho Redding (’47, ’64) passed away Sept. 24.
After graduating from Biola where he studied
theology and biblical studies, Elcho earned a
master’s degree from UCLA and a Ph.D. from
Claremont University. He taught in Biola’s English

UPDATE YOUR CLASSMATES
Don’t be shy! Send in your News
& Notes and let your classmates
know what you’re up to. It’s easy. 

E-MAIL
connections@biola.edu

MAIL
News & Notes, 

Biola Connections, 
13800 Biola Avenue, 
La Mirada, CA, 90639

WEB SITE 
www.biola.edu/connections
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department from 1972 to 1978. He also taught in
China and Japan and served for 20 years in India
with TEAM (a missions agency). Elcho is survived by
his wife, Mildred (Kooistra, ’46, ’47), who studied
Christian education at Biola and graduated from
Biola’s School of Missionary Medicine. All their
children also graduated from Biola.

Clifford Fink Bartlett (’58), of Elkins, W.Va., went
home to be with his Lord on Dec. 10, following a
brief illness. He was 87. Although Clifford hadn’t
been able to attend church for years, he faithfully
read the Bible and listened to Christian radio. He
is described by those who knew him as a “soul
winner” to the last, who spoke to everyone about
Christ. Clifford donated generously to missions,
children’s organizations and the needy. He also
served in the Civilian Conservation Corps from
October 1938 until July 1939 and then entered the
United States Navy until he was honorably
discharged with the rank of chief yeoman. His
other occupations included selling religious
books, driving Greyhound buses and working as an
aircraft inspector for Boeing in Seattle, Wash. He
was predeceased by his wife of 41 years, Leona, and
his twin brother, Clancy.

Compiled by Emily O’Dell
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For where two or three are gathered together in

my name, there am I among them

Bible verse that is often misapplied in 
prayer gatherings is Matthew 18:20. 
Many Christians read this verse as a 
guarantee that all group prayers will be

answered. This is largely due to a misconception
that the words of Jesus here and in the preceding
verses have to do with prayer: 

Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven … if two of you agree on earth
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by
my Father in heaven (18-19).

Although other verses in the Bible apply to
prayer (Matt. 21:22; John 14:13-14; 15:7-8, 16),
Matthew 18:20 pertains to matters of church
discipline. As a unit, Matthew 18:15-20 gives
guidelines for how to treat a believer who sins.
The main thrust of this passage is that the church
has a divine mandate to discipline its members
when they refuse to repent. 

A contextual study of key phrases in verses
18-19 sheds light on the meaning of verse 20. The
expressions “shall be bound” and “shall be
loosed” in verse 18 do not relate to prayer, but to
matters of discipline and are connected with
verses 15-17. The Jewish rabbis of Jesus’ day
commonly spoke of “binding” (to restrain) and
“loosing” (to permit) in terms of conduct — what
is forbidden or permitted in light of Scripture. So,
the expressions “binding” and “loosing” are not
about forcing heaven to do things through prayer,
as some Christians think. Furthermore, these
verbs have the “future perfect passive” tense, so
they are more accurately rendered “shall have
been bound” and “shall have been loosed.” 

In this passage, Jesus is not giving the
church the right to make decisions that will
become binding on God. Rather, in response to
guidance from God’s Word and His Spirit, the
church will come to the decisions that already
have been made in heaven (compare with John
20:22-23). Christians recognize and proclaim
God’s expressed will as revealed in Scripture.
The idea is that when the church follows Christ’s
model for discipline, it conforms to God’s

Matthew 18:20 in Context

B I O L A  C O N N E C T I O N S  b S U M M E R  ’ 0 7 39I N  C O N T E X T

decisions and, therefore, receives heaven’s
approval and authority. 

Another significant contextual clue is the
Greek phrase “about anything” (peri pantos
pragmatos) in verse 19:  “if two of you agree on
earth about anything they ask, it will be done for
them by my Father in heaven.” The “two or
three” refers back to the previous verses,
particularly to verse 16, and applies to the people
in the confrontation, i.e., the offender and the
one offended, or the group brought together in
the process of reconciliation. The Greek word
“anything” (pragma) should be interpreted in
this light. It can mean “business,” “affair,”
“property” or “judicial matter” (compare with 1
Cor. 6:1). Thus, pragma in this context is
accurately rendered, “any judicial matter.” The
promise of Christ becomes clear: If two
individuals in the church come together in
agreement concerning any judicial or
disciplinary matter that they are pursuing in
accordance with Scripture, then it shall be
allowed or ratified by their heavenly Father. 

Because God’s expressed will and purpose
lie behind the binding and loosing, the presence
of Jesus is assured with the two or three who are

brought together in this judicial context. To be
gathered together “in my name” is another way
of saying “under my rule” and “according to my
Word and will.” Matthew’s original audience
would have recalled the closely paralleled
rabbinic saying, that where two gather together
and the words of the Law are spoken between
them, the Shekinah glory is present with them
(Mishnah, `Abot 3:2; 3:6). 

The gathering of two or three concerned
believers is not insignificant because Christ’s
presence is assured in such a context. Indeed,
the hallmark of the Christian community is the
presence of Christ. Thus, in context, verse 20
assures God’s blessings on action that is
properly undertaken to reconcile believers to
one another or to discipline a believer who sins
and refuses to be reconciled.

AshishJ.Naidu, Ph.D.,
is an assistant professor of theology in
Biola’s seminary, Talbot School of
Theology. He joined the faculty last fall

and has a doctorate in patristic and systematic 
theology from the University of Aberdeen in Scotland. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

They’re worth
planning for…

Without an estate plan, your family 
would be weighed down with un-

necessary financial and legal burdens if 
you were to pass away. That’s why, for 
over 80 years, Biola University has been 
teaching people how to do an estate 

plan free of charge. For stewardship 
support, call Biola (800-445-4749) and 
get the help you need to take care of the 
ones you love. Also available via e-mail 
(estate.planning@biola.edu) and online 
(www.biola.edu/plannedgiving).
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